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STUDENT GOALS: use different reading strategies to understand the plot, characters and themes.  Change reading strategies when necessary to help understanding. 
Write about themes and apply to your own life or current events.
Crucible Guiding Questions:

· How is writing connected to the time period in which it’s written? How do authors use writing as a form of social protest?
· What makes a character believable?

Unit Overview:
· Background notes and Exposition Notes: students are expected to take notes in the space given.
· Vocabulary Study: Look up definitions words (quizzes periodically as we read). Small glossary of other words given.  

· Study questions: answer as we read; these are due at the end of each Act.
· Annotation targets: While reading, take notes by recording quotations and specifics details on key element for each Act. The annotation targets will be provided for each Act.
· Topic: You will be assigned a topic such as loyalty, naming names, etc. to follow throughout the reading of the play. Take notes on your topic to share with the class. Give specific examples of your topic from the reading. 
· Character study: for the main characters, tell as much as you can about each.
· Dramatic reading: It is expected that each student participate in the reading of this play.  There are twenty-two roles, but we will share large roles so everyone has a part.

· Test: periodic quizzes on vocabulary and thematic ideas. Test at end of unit.

Unit Packet: background notes (50 points), study questions (23 x2 points), exposition notes and annotation targets (40 points), Theme/Topic notes (40 points), vocabulary (10 points), character notes (10 points)
Writing/Discussion: 25-50 points each assignment/essay
	Background Notes


(5 pts) Author –give some details about him (p.1230):

(2.5 pts) Define drama: 

(5 pts) Define the “Dramatic Structures” used in The Crucible (p.1232):

· dialogue
· stage directions
· dramatic exposition
(5 pts) Write the True Story of the Salem Witch Trials:

(2.5 pts) A crucible is:

(5 pts) Describe the Setting of the play.

(5 pts) Puritan beliefs (about women, girls, dolls, church, government, land, work, witchcraft, dancing):

(5 pts) Why was the idea of “possession” accepted?

(5 pts) Themes—list and explain them as we read and learn more about the play(1318):

(5 pts) What were the McCarthy Hearings (p.1240, p.1272):
(5 pts) Why did Miller write The Crucible?
	Vocabulary Study:


Glossary: these words are defined for you.

1. theocracy: governed by religion
2. theology: the study of a religious doctrine; what a particular sect believes
3. Puritanical: strict in morality and religion; this term has come about since the reign of the Puritans

4. Spectral Evidence: claim of seeing accused person’s spirit, or “familiar,” used as evidence in a trial
Vocabulary:   define the following words. Be prepared to be tested on all 10 vocabulary words.
1. dissembling:

2. conjure:

3. vindictive:
4. propriety: 
5. diametrically:
6. defamation:
7. malevolence:
8. guile:
9. reprieve:
10. penitence:
	Study Questions


Answer each fully (sometimes in sentences, sometimes the answer is just a word or two).  Keep these questions out and fill in your answers as we read and as homework.  Answers to some of the questions might be found in the exposition sections.

Act I__pg 1234-1263______________________________________________________________________________

Notes for Dramatic Exposition
Annotation Targets -- Take notes about:

· How people are expected to act in Salem according to Puritan law versus how they choose to act.

· Reverend Parris’s character and how he acts and interacts with others.
· Interactions between Abigail and John Proctor. 
1.       a. After Parris begins to believe his daughter to be afflicted by witchcraft, what is Parris most concerned with? How can you tell? 
b. What is Thomas Putnam’s advice to him?
2.             a. What truths come out when the adults leave the girls alone? 
b. What does this suggest (foreshadow) may happen later in the play?
3.             a. Why does Betty start screaming? 
b. Why does everyone believe she starts screaming? (1247)
4.       a.  Though Rev. Hale is trying to get Tituba to name her accomplices, who is the first person to actually mention names? 
b. What does this show about this character?
5. Why is it not difficult for Ann Putnam to believe that Goody Osburn is a witch? What has her past relationship with Osburn been like?
6. Who are two more characters who may be accused? Why might they be accused? 
7. How do these characters seem more independent of their peers? Why do they seem this way? (choose two from the following list and explain each choice below: John Proctor, Abigail Williams, Reverend Parris, Reverend Hale, Rebecca Nurse, Giles Corey)
· ______________   —

·  ______________  —

Notes of Specific Examples on Topic/Theme ___________________________________________:

Act II_    pg. 1267-1287________________________ ___________________________________________________

Notes for Dramatic Exposition
Annotation Targets -- Take notes of:

· Elizabeth and John Proctor’s relationship.

· Abigail’s power.
· References to the Bible.
· Why people are accused of witchcraft.
8. One person who was accused of witchcraft will not be executed.  Who is the person? Why was she or he saved from hanging? 
9. Though Mary Warren cannot say who accused Elizabeth Proctor, who do you believe accused her and why?

10.       a. Why might Mary Warren be afraid of telling the truth about Abigail? 
b. What could happen to Mary Warren and Abigail if the truth is discovered?
Notes of Specific Examples on Topic/Theme ___________________________________________:

Act III__pg. 1291-1315_____________________________________________________________________________

Annotation Targets -- Take notes about:

· What “proves” that someone is a witch or is affected by witchcraft.

· How townspeople are treated by the members of the court (the Judges, the group of girls who “testify,” the guards and sherrif).
· Parris’s behavior and Hale’s behavior.

· References to the devil. 

11. What evidence from the beginning of Act III shows that Danforth’s claim “that the good have nothing to fear” is untrue?

12.       a. Which townspeople try to defend others? Who do they defend? (3 of each) 
b. What do the judges say in response to these defenses?
13. On pages 1295 and 1301 Danforth gives his ways (premises) of judging a witch. Summarize his guidelines (at least 3):
14.      a.  Mary Warren’s testimony is destroyed in the end because she cannot do what?

b. How does she explain the problem? How do you explain it?
15. When Proctor admits that he and Abigail have been lovers, the truth should be the end of Abigail’s control.  Why isn’t it?

16.       a. What is dramatic irony?  
b. Which details in Elizabeth’s dialogue with Danforth reveal the dramatic irony in this scene? 
17. What change in Elizabeth is shown by her testimony? i.e. how does she start out treating John and expecting from him? How does she seem to treat him now? What judgment may have changed? How can you tell?
18.       a. Paraphrase what John Proctor says in his last speech (Act III 1315). 
b. Why is this speech important to the play and what does it show about John’s character?
Notes of Specific Examples on Topic/Theme ___________________________________________:

Act IV___pg. 1319-1334___________________________________________________________________________
Annotation Targets -- Take notes about:

· How things have changed for Parris in Salem. How this affects his attitude.

· How the town and its people have changed since the start of the play.
· Interactions between Elizabeth and John Proctor. 

· What confession means; what it results in; how others see it. (might add who confesses)
19. How do the rumors of rebellion in Andover affect Parris and the judges: Danforth and Hathorne?

20. Parris tells Danforth he shouldn’t hang these people, “it were another sort that hanged till now” (1322-23).  Explain what he means by “another sort” and what he’s afraid of now:
21.       a. Give two reasons that Danforth refuses to pardon the prisoners.  
•  
•

b. What internal conflict or theme do his actions and words demonstrate?

22.       a. What is Hale’s mission in Act IV?  

b. Quote at least two parts of the dialogue, including line and page numbers, that support your answer:

•  

•

23. a. In the end, what is of the utmost importance to John Proctor? 
b. Give page # and quote his words or the words of another character to support your answer.
Notes of Specific Examples on Topic/Theme  _____________________________________________:

	Townspeople Who Believe Claims of Witchcraft (or who make claims)


	Townspeople Who Don’t Believe Claims of Witchcraft


 








	Representatives of the law: 

supposed to be neutral    (
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