Beloved by Toni Morrison

Keep your responses in a notebook/journal as we progress throughout the novel. These will be checked periodically. 

Word Log 

You will be responsible for tracking a particular word -- hands, faces, fluid, animals, food -- through the book, looking for how Morrison uses the same image repeatedly for different effects, and how your understanding of her message was reinforced by the development of these images. You can also periodically “web” your word, looking for ways it is used throughout the text. 

1. Hands

2. Faces

3. Fluid

4. Animals

5. Food

Book One 

Chapter 1
1. Write a journal entry as Sethe or Denver, describing how you feel about Paul D’s arrival. How do you think it will change life in 124? 

2. What do you think Baby Suggs means when she says, “What’d be the point [of moving?]... Not a house in this country ain’t packed to the rafters with some dead Negro’s grief. We lucky this ghost is a baby.” (5) 

Chapter 2

 What are Paul D and Sethe remembering about Sweet Home? Why do you think Morrison gives us the information little bit by little bit? 

Chapter 3

What new information do we learn about Sweet Home in this chapter, specifically about Denver’s birth? 

Retell the night of Denver’s birth, from Amy’s point of view. 

Chapter 4

For each of the following quotes, explain: 

a. What does it tell us literally about the characters and what they are experiencing? 

b. What is significant about the quote? Does it have a deeper meaning than the one it holds in this context? Does it contain any literary devices that make it beautiful or interesting? 

1. “Risky, thought Paul D, very risky. For a used-to-be-slave woman to love anything that much was dangerous, especially if it was her children she had settled on to love. The best thing, he knew, was to love just a little bit, so when they broke its back, or shoved it in a croaker sack, well, maybe you’d have enough love left over for the next one.” (45) 

2. “They were not holding hands, but their shadows were.” (4) 

Chapter 5

Describe the woman who walks out of the water. Who do you think she is? Explain. 

Explain who is being discussed in the following quote, and why you think it is significant: 

“If there had been an open latch between them it would have closed.” (56) 

Chapter 6
What does Sethe remember about her mother? Why does it upset her to remember? Why do you think Beloved keeps asking her questions? 

Chapter 7
Explain what information the following quote provides about both characters: 

“Beloved was shining and Paul D didn’t like it.” (62). Make a prediction about what will happen in the future based on the events between them in this chapter. 

What new information do we learn about Sweet Home in this chapter? What information can you guess at which is not clearly revealed? 

Chapter 8
Who does Denver think Beloved is? How does she feel about it? 

Why do you think both girls are so interested in the story of Denver’s birth? 

Chapter 9
Why does Sethe go to the Clearing? 

Describe the gatherings which used to take place in the Clearing. 

Find a quote which reveals how Beloved feels about Sethe. 

Find a quote which reveals how Denver feels about Beloved. 

Chapter 10
 “Eighty-six days and done. Life was dead. Paul D beat her butt all day every day until there was not a whimper in her.” (109) 

How does this quote explain Paul D’s emotions while on the chain gang? 

Why does Morrison compare Paul D’s heart to a “tobacco tin lodged in his chest”? What does this metaphor tell us about his emotions? 

Chapter 11
Explain the significance of the quote: “She moved him.” (114) 

Chapter 12
Write a journal entry as Denver, explaining how you feel about Beloved. What are you afraid she will do? How does she make you happy? 

Chapter 13
How is Paul D’s problem sleeping in the house solved? What predictions can you make about the future of the conflict between Paul D and Beloved? 

Chapter 14
What is starting to happen to Beloved? Why do you think she cries? 

Chapter 15
Explain what the following quote refers to, and what its significance is: 

“Her friends and neighbors were angry at her because she had overstepped, given too much, offended them by excess.” (138) 

“And when she stepped foot on free ground she could not believe that Halle knew what she didn’t; that Halle, who had never drawn one free breath, knew that there was nothing like it in this world. It scared her.” (141) 

Chapter 16
Who thinks this to himself? “But now she’d gone wild, due to the mishandling of the nephew who’d overbeat her and made her run.” (149) 

What is he talking about? Do you agree with him? 

Chapter 17
Imagine you are Paul D walking home from talking to Stamp Paid. What have you just found out? What are your feelings towards Sethe? Will you talk to her? If so, what will you say? 

Chapter 18
For each of the following quotes, explain: 

a. What does it tell us literally about the characters and what they are experiencing? 

b. What is significant about the quote? Does it have a deeper meaning than the one it holds in this context? Does it contain any literary devices that make it beautiful or interesting? 

“So you protected yourself and loved small. ...A woman, a child, a brother -- a big love like that would split you wide open in Alfred, Georgia.” (162) 

“”You got two feet, Sethe, not four,” he said, and right then a forest sprang up between them; trackless and quiet.” (165) 

Book Two 

Chapter 19
Was Stamp Paid right to tell Paul D about Sethe’s past? He argues with himself about it. Give one reason it was a good idea, and one that is was a bad idea. What do you think? 

“Now, too late, he understood her. The heart that pumped out love, the mouth that spoke the Word, didn’t count. They came in her yard anyway and she could not approve or condemn Sethe’s rough choice. One of the other might have saved her, but beaten up by the claims of both, she went to bed. The whitefolks had tired her out at last.” (180) 

Who is this quote about? How was she “beaten up”? Did she react the way you think she should have to Sethe’s action? How would you have reacted? 

Why did Sethe decide she had to run away from Sweet Home? Use a quote from the book to in your explanation. 

Chapter 20
Who is the narrator in this chapter? Who is she talking to? How does this narrator feel about Beloved’s return? 

Chapter 21
Who is the narrator in this chapter? Who is she talking about? How does this narrator feel about Beloved’s return? 

Chapter 22
Who is the narrator in this chapter? Who is she talking about? 

Can you describe the style of this chapter? Why do you think Morrison made it so difficult to understand? 

What images does the narrator describe? What do you think she is referring to? 

Chapter 23
Who are the narrators in this chapter? What do they keep repeating? 

What is the mood in this chapter? Based on the last three chapters, how would you predict life is changing at 124? 

Chapter 24
What new information do we learn about the attempted escape from Sweet Home in this chapter? 

“Paul D hears the men talking and for the first time learns his worth. He has always known, or believed he did, his value -- as a hand, a laborer who could make a profit on a farm -- but now he discovers his worth, which is to say he learns his price.” (226) 

Why is this such an important moment for Paul D? How do you think it affects him to hear “his worth”? 

Chapter 25
How does Stamp Paid try to explain Sethe’s actions to Paul D? Do you agree or disagree with him? Explain. 

Book Three 

Chapter 26
Describe life inside 124 from Denver’s perspective after Sethe figures out who Beloved is. 

Write a journal entry as Mrs. Lady Jones on the first day Denver comes to see you. How do you feel about her visit? How will you help her? 

Write a conversation between Janey Wagon and Ella about Denver’s situation in 124, and what the townspeople should do about it. 

Compare the climactic scene in this chapter to the first climax in the story. How is it similar? How is it different? 

Chapter 27
Explain what you think Denver means when Paul D asks Denver, “You think she sure ‘nough your sister?” and she replies, “At times. At times I think she was -- more.” 

Who is Paul D talking about and what do you think he means when he says, “There are too many things to feel about this woman” (272)? Do you agree with his assessment of her, or do you think she is “simpler”? 

Chapter 28
What is the tone of this final chapter? 

What is the significance of the line: “This is not a story to pass on.”? Has Beloved left any trace? Why write a story that should not be passed on? 

