MULTI-GENRE RESEARCH PAPER
Are you ready for the BIG KAHUNA??
English 10 – Bass/Lamont
The Multi-genre Research Project allows you to investigate complicated issues, problems, or concerns by using nontraditional forms (GENRES) of writing.  This type of project allows you to use more creativity and personal involvement.  
What is a multi-genre research paper?

A multi-genre research paper is a collection of pieces written in a variety of genres, informed by your research on a particular subject that presents one or more perspectives on a research question.  The goal of this essay is to “experiment” with genres that you may find in the world outside the academic community.  This is where you can let your creativity shine, while still informing your audience of your research findings.  You will need to make conscious decisions about the genres you choose, be able to explain why you chose them, how you incorporated your research, and whether or not your experience with the topic has changed the way you think about it. So, where do we begin?
Step One:  Decide on a topic. You must find a topic that you are interested in and come up with a research question. This question should not be too limiting or too broad. Remember, you must be able to find plenty of sources to write several different genres. Off-limit topics include: Death penalty, abortion, Holocaust, nothing regarding the Bible and NOTHING that promotes intolerance. *Miss Bass/Mrs. Lamont reserves the right to reject any topic that meets “off-limit” criteria.
Step 2 – Collecting Sources…begin researching the topic. Now that you know how to use the databases in the library, begin researching.  Which databases will help you the most?  You’re basically looking for ways to answer your research question. Each source that you choose should help to answer your research question.  Choose your sources wisely.  Don’t just use the first five sources that you find.  You must use the following as your sources:

· 2 database articles (these are the sources that the librarian showed you on the computer)

· 1 website of your choice (but not Wikipedia or any source that is an encyclopedia)

· 1 additional source that can be a hard copy source (book, magazine, newspaper) or another database article. 
IF YOU CAN FIND FOUR HARD-COPY SOURCES (REPUTABLE MAGZINES, NEWSPAPERS, JOURNALS, BOOKS, ETC), YOU DO NOT HAVE TO USE THE ABOVE GUIDELINES FOR SOURCES.  You must have these sources in their original form or copies of it ASAP to use them.

This means you need a total of FOUR sources for this assignment.  NONE of your sources may be an encyclopedia source.  After you have collected your sources, you will take notes on them.  I want you to write notes on your source (you will print each source out and write on it) and use a highlighter to mark important information.  
Taking Notes: These will be done on the “Dialectic Notes” What information in these articles will help you understand your topic better?  Each source must be PRINTED out.  NOTE:  When you are collecting these sources, you need the bibliographic information for it so that you can complete the annotated bibliography.  Often times, the information will appear at the top or bottom of the article if it is from a school database.  More on bibliographies later.   

Step 3 –Now that you are done with your annotated bibliography and have a focused, research question, it is now time to create a multi-genre research paper.  Your task is to combine various pieces that work together as a coherent, cohesive whole.  Your work must communicate a unified message that supports your thesis statement.  The use of recurring images, echoes of language, and repetition of ideas will help create this unity.  Even the sequence of your works must be deliberate.  Select four writing genres from the list of 28 and two visual or auditory genres from the list of 13. (This is not an exhaustive list.  Other genres may be accepted, but approval will be needed.)  
In other words, you are using the information you learn to show your understanding of it. Create a poem that relates the information you learned. Make a chart that helps present some statistics. You are not just copying information. You are CREATING new ways of presenting the information you’ve read.  Think back to the Foster Care article.  We created an Acrostic Poem based on the ideas presented – we didn’t copy sentences or quotes.  We didn’t copy anything – we created pieces of writing after we learned new information from the article we read.    
See Handouts  # 1-18 for descriptions
	CHOOSE FOUR GENRES FROM THIS BOX
	
	CHOOSE TWO GENRES FROM THIS BOX

	NARRATIVE WRITING 

(1 full page, 12 pt font, double spaced)
	
	EXPOSITORY WRITING

(1 full page, 12 pt font, double spaced)
	
	VISUAL

	Narrative Scene (#1)
	
	Newspaper article (#5)
	
	Advertisement (#3)

	Diary Entry (#2)
	
	Movie/Book Review (#7)
	
	Help Wanted AD (#4)

	Character Sketch (#11)
	
	Advice column (#8)
	
	comic strip

	Dialogue for 2 voices (#12)
	
	Top 10 list (#9)
	
	illustration

	poem for two voices (#13)
	
	List of Rules (#10)
	
	political cartoon

	Free Verse Poem (#14)
	
	Recipe
	
	photo

	Haiku (#15)
	
	Resume
	
	picture book

	Limerick (#16)
	
	
	
	pop-up book

	Prose Poem (#17)
	
	
	
	movie

	Prose Fiction (#18)
	
	
	
	bumper sticker

	letter
	
	
	
	

	fable
	
	PERSUASIVE WRITING
(1 full pages, 12 pt font, double spaced)
	
	AUDITORY

	fairy tale
	
	Letter to the editor (#6)
	
	music

	myth
	
	proposal
	
	sounds

	legend
	
	opinion essay
	
	

	Lyrics for a song
	
	 advertisement
	
	 

	Personal commentary
	 
	 Campaign speech
	
	

	interview
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	If you would like to submit a proposal for a new Genre, please fill out Handout #19
	
	
	
	


Step 4 – Begin crafting each of your seven genres.  Be sure that you are using your time wisely.  Your homework for the next three weeks is to work on this project!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  

ROUGH DRAFTS: For each of your Rough Drafts that are turned into me, you MUST attach a “Rough Draft of a Genre” Handout. I will not accept a rough draft unless it is stapled to this form.  
Step 5 – Putting it all together.  You will need to include the following in your final research project.  All of the items should be placed in a three-prong folder with pockets.  They must be in this order:

Word minimum: 1500 for the entire project.  Your research paper (introduction) is required to have at least 750 of these words.  Therefore, the total word count for the rest of your genres must be 750 also.  Headers do not count.  Please put word counts at the bottom of each page.  
TITLE PAGE

Your choice but something visually stimulating while appropriate for your topic.  It should include your name, period, and research question.  
PREFACE
This supplies the reader with a road map to help build meaning while reading your multi-genre research paper.  Consider the following questions:  What was the research topic - more specifically, your research question?  What do I need to know from you as background?    WORD MINIMUM – 300  Add word count at the bottom of each page.
TABLE OF CONTENTS

· Name each genre by its title in the order that you have included it in the project

· Be sure to  number each page and indicate the page number next to the title

· Under each title, include a brief description of the piece.  Also explain its genre and how it supports/develops your overall topic.

· Be creative with this.  You may use any format you wish as long as you include all of the necessary information in a neat and clear format.   

· This should include everything below. 
· Word count at the bottom of the page
INTRODUCTION/RESEARCH PAPER
This is the more formal research paper aspect. You will be expected to give a background on your research topic, as well as an in depth introduction to the information you have found. This page will be written in a formal essay style using MLA style parenthetical citations. This must be a minimum of 750 words. The word count must be on the bottom of each page.
RESEARCH – 6 DIFFERENT GENRES MUST BE REPRESENTED

You must put your word count of “good” words for the introduction and for each genre at the bottom of each of the respective pages.  Add word count at the bottom of each page.
EPILOGUE

This is where you tie your project together. What did you learn from this research?  What genres did you choose?  Why did you pick these genres – how did they fit with your overall question?  Why this sequence?  How did you like the assignment?  Did you like the multi genre aspect?  Why or why not?  What can you conclude about your research question now that is it complete, i.e. what is your final thesis as a result of the research project? Add word count at the bottom of your page.
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

This will include the sources you used while writing your genres. Add word count at the bottom of your page.
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY – the one I have graded and returned to you must be in this folder.  Add word count at the bottom of your page.
The final project will be worth 500 points. Please see checklist for breakdown of points. 
English 10 Calendar
April 13 - May 17
	
	Tues 4/13
Introduce Multi Genre Paper

Brainstorm ideas

Introduce Outside Reading Requirements
	Wed 4/14
Read a sample non- fiction article and come up with acrostics.

Look at examples of Multi genre research papers


	Thurs 4/15
Brainstorm Topics

Submit a Research 
Plan
Go to library to get an Outside Reading  book


	Fri 4/16
Paraphrasing Summarizing and  Quoting



	Mon 4/19
Introduce Dialectic Note Sheets

	Tues 4/20
MLA citations

Examples

Outside Reading Book to be approved
	Wed 4/21
Meeting in Library with Mrs. Matthews

Begin Research
	Thurs 4/22
Research

2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	Fri  4/23
Research

2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets

Check Research 

	Mon 4/26
Research

2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	Tues 4/27
Research

2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets (For a total of 8 dialectic note sheets)
	Wed 4/28
How to write an Annotated bibliography


	Thurs 4/29
Type Annotated Bibliography in MLA style


	FRIDAY 4/30
Conferencing

Writing Time
Check Research 

	Mon 5/3
Conferencing

Writing Time

	Tues 5/4
Conferencing

Writing Time
Introduction due at the end of class


	Wed 5/5
Conferencing
Writing Time


	Thurs 5/6
Conferencing

Writing Time

Genres 1-2 in rough draft form are turned in with Handout at end of class

Check research 

	FRIDAY 5/7
Conferencing

Writing Time


	Mon 5/10
Conferencing

Writing Time
Genres 3&4  in rough draft form are written, printed, turned in with Handout at end of class

	Tues 5/11
Conferencing

Writing Time

	Wed 5/12
Conferencing

Writing Time
Genres 5 & 6  in rough draft form are turned in with Handout at end of class


	Thurs 5/13
Conferencing

Writing Time
Epilogue/End Notes and Bibliography are written
	FRIDAY 5/14
Conferencing

Writing Time
Title page, Preface, Table of Contents are created
Check Research 

	Mon 5/17
Multigenre research paper in its entirety is due!
	Tues 5/18

	Wed 5/19

	Thurs 5/20

	FRIDAY 5/21



OUTSIDE READING REQUIREMENTS: You must read a work of fiction/non-fiction. It must be approved by me by Friday 4/16. The Outside Reading book must be incorporated into your research project somehow. This will be worth 200 points. 

English 10 – 250 pages

Check List for the Multigenre Research Paper

	Done
	Task
	Due Date
	Points

	
	Research Plan Submitted
	April 14
	50

	
	Outside Reading Book approved by Mrs. Lamont
	April 20
	50

	
	First 2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	April 22
	100

	
	2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets 
	April 23
	100

	
	2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	April 26
	100

	
	2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	April 27
	100

	
	Annotated Bibliography 
	April 29
	100

	
	Introduction/Research Paper Aspect Due
	May 4
	100

	
	Genre 1&2 are written in rough draft form 
	May 6
	50

	
	Genres 3&4 are written in rough draft form
	May 10
	50

	
	Genres 5&6 are written in rough draft form
	May 12
	50

	
	Epilogue/End Notes and Bibliography are written
	May 13
	100

	
	Title Page, Preface, Table of Contents due
	May 14
	50

	
	MULTI GENRE RESEARCH PAPER IN ITS ENTIRETY IS DUE!
	MAY 17
	500

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	1500 points


Order of the Paper Components

1. Title Page
2. Preface 

3. Table of Contents
4. Introduction 
5. Genre 1

6. Genre 2

7. Genre 3 
Multi-genre paper
8. Genre 4



9. Genre 5

10. Genre 6 (if you have more genres, then they would follow in order)

11. End Notes (Epilogue)
12. Bibliography
Please note: You will be expected to be doing work at home if needed. There will be NO excuse for missing a deadline. If you are not here for ANY reason, the assignment will be considered LATE. If you know you are going to be absent (including for sports reasons) you must turn in the assignment to me before you leave. It is essential for the progress of this project that you stay focused and meet your deadlines! 

