Influences of Chris McCandless
Throughout the Into the Wild we have seen how Chris McCandless influences others as well as how he is influenced by others. In particular, Chris had several authors who  impacted his beliefs. You will be researching one of these authors and analyzing why you think he had an impact on Chris. Circle the name of the author you have been assigned to:
1. Jack London

2. Leo Tolstoy

3. James Joyce 
4. Jack Kerouac 
5. Ralph Waldo Emerson

6. Henry David Thoreau

7. Walt Whitman 
8. Wallace Stegner, 
9. John Muir

You will be using a “Dialectic Notes” sheet to write down notes about your assigned author. The questions will help guide what you need to be writing down. YOU MAY NOT USE WIKIPEDIA! 

· What is the individual’s story?

· What is the individual’s personality like? What are the person’s beliefs?
· How are he and McCandless alike? How did he influence McCandless’ beliefs?

Step 1: Start your research of the influential author and take notes on the Dialectic Notes sheet. You will be turning these in. Make sure to fill out the “Write your ideas” column as well. 
It is extremely important that you make sure to copy the web address into the left column under “Source Citation” If you copy it lengthwise, it may be more helpful. You must use AT LEAST 2 different sources – which means you have at least 2 Dialectic Notes sheets. 

Step 2: Brainstorm on the back using the Venn diagram that compares and contrasts McCandless to the individual you researched.  

Step 3: Create an outline before you start writing. Have it approved. We will go over this in class. 
Step 4:  Write your essay.  The paper will be two to three page type written essay, double-spaced, normal 12pt font, Arial Narrow, name, date, hour in upper right hand corner of paper.  

Step 5: Create a visual. It can be a cover page/book cover, an illustration, a collage, or other idea you approve with us.
