MULTI-GENRE RESEARCH PAPER
Are you ready for the BIG KAHUNA??
English 10 

The Multi-genre Research Project allows you to investigate complicated issues, problems, or concerns by using nontraditional forms (GENRES) of writing.  This type of project allows you to use more creativity and personal involvement.  

What is a multi-genre research paper?

A multi-genre research paper is a collection of pieces written in a variety of genres, informed by your research on a particular subject that presents one or more perspectives on a research question.  The goal of this essay is to “experiment” with genres that you may find in the world outside the academic community.  This is where you can let your creativity shine, while still informing your audience of your research findings.  You will need to make conscious decisions about the genres you choose, be able to explain why you chose them, how you incorporated your research, and whether or not your experience with the topic has changed the way you think about it. So, where do we begin?

STEP 1 -  Decide on a topic. You must find a topic that you are interested in and come up with a research question. This question should not be too limiting or too broad. Remember, you must be able to find plenty of sources to write several different genres. Off-limit topics include: Death penalty, abortion, Holocaust, nothing regarding the Bible and NOTHING that promotes intolerance. *Mrs. Lamont and Ms. Bass reserve the right to reject any topic that meets “off-limit” criteria.

STEP 2 – Collecting Sources…begin researching the topic. Now that you know how to use the databases in the library, begin researching.  Which databases will help you the most?  You’re basically looking for ways to answer your research question. Each source that you choose should help to answer your research question.  Choose your sources wisely.  Don’t just use the first five sources that you find.  You must use the following as your sources:

· 2 database articles (these are the sources that the librarian showed you on the computer)
· 2 website of your choice (but not Wikipedia or any source that is an encyclopedia)

This means you need a total of FOUR sources for this assignment.  NONE of your sources may be an encyclopedia source.  After you have collected your sources, you will take notes on them.  I want you to write notes on your source (you will print each source out and write on it), highlight or mark important information, and write in the margins.  

Taking Notes: These will be done on the “Dialectic Notes” What information in these articles will help you understand your topic better?  Each source must be PRINTED out.  NOTE:  When you are collecting these sources, you need the bibliographic information for it, so you can complete the annotated bibliography.  Often times, the information will appear at the top or bottom of the article if it is from a school database.  More on bibliographies later. 

STEP 3 – Write Annotated Bibliography. Now it is time to write your annotated bibliography. An annotated bibliography must include the correct MLA citations, but also a paragraph describing the source and how it will be valuable to you as you write the research paper on your topic. 

STEP 4 –WRITE RESEARCH PAPER. Now that you are done with your annotated bibliography and have a focused research question, it is now time to create a multi-genre research paper. This is the more formal research paper aspect. You will be expected to give a background on your research topic, as well as an in-depth introduction to the information you have found. This will be written in a formal essay style using MLA style parenthetical citations. This must be a minimum of 500 words. 

Step 5 – Crafting Genres. We will be holding short writer’s workshops on each of the six genres you are expected to complete for this project. You will then have a day in class to work on your draft of your chosen piece. See calendar below for when each workshop is scheduled. (This is not an exhaustive list.  Other genres may be accepted, but approval will be needed.)  Your task is to combine various pieces that work together as a coherent, cohesive whole.  Your work must communicate a unified message that supports your thesis statement.  The use of recurring images, echoes of language, and repetition of ideas will help create this unity.  Even the sequence of your works must be deliberate. 

The genre writing will be the place where you are using the information you learn about your topic to show your understanding of it. Create a poem that relates the information you learned. Make a chart that helps present some statistics. You are not just copying information. You are CREATING new ways of presenting the information you’ve read.  Think back to the Foster Care article.  We created an Acrostic Poem based on the ideas presented – we didn’t copy sentences or quotes.  We didn’t copy anything – we created pieces of writing after we learned new information from the article we read.    

Note: On each genre piece please use the following heading:
Research Topic
Genre #1 – Narrative Scene (Type of Genre)
Your Name
English 10 / Teacher’s Name (Bass or Lamont)

“Title of Piece” (Bold and underline)

At the bottom right corner of each page, please type the number of words per page. The “good words” include everything from the title to the end. If you do not have the word count for each page, you will be counted off. 

LIST OF GENRES
	Genre Type
	Goal of Genre
	Choose ONE in each category

	
Descriptive Genre 

	
The goal of this genre is to describe a person, place or thing in vivid detail. 

	
· Snapshot Scene
· Descriptive Poem
· Character Sketch
· Event Description


	
Expository Genre 

	
The goal of this genre is to give information such as an explanation or directions.
	
· Newspaper Article
· Advice Column
· Recipe
· Newsletter
· Catalogue
· Manual/Guidebook


	
Narrative Genre 

	
The goal of this genre is to tell a story of an experience, event, or sequence of events while holding the reader's interest.
	
· Narrative Scene
· Diary Entries (historical accounts)
· Fairy Tale/Myth/Legend
· Biographical Personal Narrative
· Place Narrative 

	
Persuasive Genre

	
The goal of this genre is to give an opinion in an attempt to convince the reader that this point of view is valid or tries to persuade the reader to take a specific action.
	
· Advertisements
· Editorials
· Commentary
· Letter to the editor
· Petitions
· Campaign speech
· Persuasive speech


	
Poetry Genre

	
The goal of this genre is to help the writer express an imaginative awareness and arranged to create a specific emotional response sometimes employing the use of repetition, meter, and rhyme.
	
· Free verse poem
· Haiku (you must write a series of THREE)
· Prose Poem
· Song Lyrics
· Poem for two voices


	
Technical Genre

	
The goal of technical writing is to clearly communicate a select piece of information to a targeted reader or group of readers for a particular purpose in such a way that the subject can readily be understood. It is expository writing that requires a response from the reader.

	
· Labs
· Accident Reports
· Instruction Manuals
· Business Letters
· Resume


	
Visual genre

	
This genre can be NEATLY hand drawn and colored OR computer generated. 

	
· Visual advertisement
· Help Wanted Advertisement Spread (FOUR or more Help Wanted Ads)
· Comic Strip
· Political Cartoon
· Movie 
· Children’s Picture Book





STEP 6- CREATE TITLE PAGE Your choice but something visually stimulating while appropriate for your topic.  It should include your name, period, and research question.

STEP 7	- WRITE PREFACE This supplies the reader with a road map to help build meaning while reading your multi-genre research paper.  Consider the following questions:  What was the research topic - more specifically, your research question?  What do I need to know from you as background?    WORD MINIMUM - 250

STEP 8 - CREATE TABLE OF CONTENTS
· Name each genre by its title in the order that you have included it in the project
· Be sure to  number each page and indicate the page number next to the title
· Be creative with this.  You may use any format you wish as long as you include all of the necessary information in a neat and clear format.   
· This should include all pages in the project. 

STEP 9 - CREATE EPILOGUE. This is where you tie your project together. What did you learn from this research?  What genres did you choose?  Why did you pick these genres – how did they fit with your overall question?  Why this sequence?  How did you like the assignment?  Did you like the multi-genre aspect?  Why or why not?  What can you conclude about your research question now that it is complete, i.e. what is your final thesis as a result of the research project?

FINAL STEP: PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER. Checklist for final multigenre product
· Please put your documents in this order in a professional looking folder. Title Page—any format you wish as long as it includes the info outlined in this packet.
· Preface— (no header or footer)
· Table of contents—(no header or footer) Please include the word count after each description of the genres. (ex. 297 words) at the bottom of the Table of Contents, please include the total number of words for your written genres.
· Research Paper—(Header, single space) research topic, name, class, page number in upper right corner
· Genres 1-7 – with word counts at the end (Header see above in upper left, page number in upper right corner)
· Visual—if you have a visual that is too big to put in your folder, please still make a page for it. I will be photographing your genre, we will then tape a photo to the page that is saved for the genre.
· Epilogue—(no header or footer)














	3/18

Read Non Fiction Article and Create Acrostic
	 (
Multi Genre Research Project Calendar
March 18 – May 9
)3/19

Introduce MG Project

Show Examples

Start Brainstorming Ideas
	3/20

Brainstorm Topics

Submit Research Plan
	3/21

Paraphrasing, Summarizing and Quoting
	


	Mon 4/1

Dialectic Note Sheets




	Tues 4/2

MLA citations

Examples
	Wed 4/3

Database Introduction

Begin Research
	Thurs 4/4

Research


2 Dialectic note sheets 
	

	Mon 4/8

Research


1 Dialectic note sheet

	Tues 4/9

Research


1 Dialectic note sheet

	Wed 4/10

Research

1 Dialectic note sheets 
(For a total of 5 dialectic note sheets)

	Thurs 4/11

Annotated Bibliography

Draft due at end of class

	

	Mon 4/15

Revise Annotated Bibliography 


Start Writing Research Paper

Conferencing
	Tues 4/16

Writing Research Paper

	Wed 4/17

Writing Research Paper

	Thurs 4/18

Writing Research Paper

Research Paper DUE AT END OF CLASS
	


	Mon 4/22

Descriptive Writing Workshop

Writing Descriptive Genre

	Tues 4/23

Expository Writing Workshop

Writing Expository Genre
Due at end of class
	Wed 4/24

Narrative Writing Workshop

Writing Narrative Genre
Due at end of class

	Thurs 4/25

Persuasive Writing Workshop

Writing Persuasive Genre
 Due at end of class

	


	Mon 4/29

Poetry Writing Workshop

Poetry Genre Due at the end of class
Due at end of class


	Tues 4/30

Technical Writing Workshop 

Writing Technical Genre
Due at end of class

	Wed 5/1

Creating Visual Genre

Due at the end of class


	Thurs 5/2


Research Paper and Genre Revision

	

	Mon 5/6
Research Paper and Genre Revision

Create Title Page, Preface, Table of Contents, Epilogue
	Tues 5/7

Putting it all TOGETHER!
	Wed 5/8
Multi Genre Research Project DUE  in its entirety! 
-Start Presentations
	Thurs 5/9

FINAL PRESENTATIONS 
	








































Check List for the Multigenre Research Paper

	Done
	Task
	Due Date
	Points

	
	Research Plan Submitted
	3/20
	50

	
	First 2 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	4/4
	50

	
	1 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets 
	4/8
	50

	
	1 Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	4/9
	50

	
	1  Dialectic note sheets with Investigation Source Sheets
	4/10
	50

	
	Annotated Bibliography
	4/11
	50

	
	Research Paper Due
	4/18
	50

	
	Descriptive Genre Piece
	4/22
	50

	
	Expository Genre Piece
	4/23
	50

	
	Narrative Genre Piece
	4/24
	50

	
	Persuasive Genre Piece
	4/25
	50

	
	Poetry Genre Piece
	4/29
	50

	
	Technical Genre Piece
	4/30
	50

	
	Visual Piece
	5/1
	50

	
	Title Page, Preface, Table of Contents, Epilogue
	5/6
	50

	
	MULTI GENRE RESEARCH PAPER IN ITS ENTIRETY IS DUE!
	MAY 8
	50

	
	
	
	800 points



Order of the Paper Components
1. Title Page
2. Preface 
3. Table of Contents
4. Research Paper
5. Genre 1
6. Genre 2
7. Genre 3
8. Genre 4		Multi-genre paper
9. Genre 5
10. Genre 6
11. Genre 7 (if you have more genres, then they would follow in order)
12. Epilogue
13. Bibliography

Please note: You will be expected to be doing work at home if needed. There will be NO excuse for missing a deadline. If you are not here for ANY reason, the assignment will be considered LATE. If you know you are going to be absent (including for sports reasons) you must turn in the assignment to me before you leave. It is essential for the progress of this project that you stay focused and meet your deadlines! 








Dialectic notes:
Because this multigenre web project is a research project, you have to read and gather information from outside sources (meaning outside your head and what you already know). To take good, smart notes is important. 
	Source Citation: use MLA format. 
 
	Your notes go here. Use one note per cell. Use a summary (shorten what you find), a paraphrase (put what you don't understand into your own words to make it easy to understand), a direct quotation/passage from the source (along with who said it, who that person is, when he/she said it and why). Also, record the page number for later reference.
	Write your ideas: Why is this important? How will you use this information? How does this information relate to what you already know? 
Each annotation below will correspond directly with the note in the cell to the left.

	Use this form for one source only! 
 
	  
 
 
 
	 

	
	  
 
 
 
	 

	
	  
 
 
 
	 

	
	  
 
 
 
	 

	
	  
 
 
 
	 



