Writer’s Workshop

OH, For the LOVE of….WRITING!

After attending a Writer’s Workshop during the summer of 2009, the SHS English Department became excited to incorporate it into the English department curriculum and our own classrooms. In English 10, we will be alternating Writer’s Workshops with Literature studies.
First of all, we will study writing as a subject all by itself. We will not only be doing specific literature studies throughout the year that will include fiction, non-fiction, drama and poetry, but we will also be reading for fun. You can read any book of your choice. We will read to explore the craft, and we will learn how to read like writers. 

Next, I will be writing with you. I promise to write whatever genre we are studying so that we all can struggle through this process together. There will be times where we will share our writing, but we find it much more helpful to look at texts of writers who are masters of their craft. I will sometimes ask your advice on our writing, as I do value the opinion of our readers. We are digging into this together, and I have no doubt it is going to be very messy.  This means that you will be sharing drafts with partners, small groups, and maybe even the entire class. You will decide what you want to write about because I respect you enough to believe you will choose wisely. Making choices about what to write is some of the hardest work for writers. Part of the purpose of quick-writes is to help you find topics you care about and are interested in pursuing in longer pieces of writing. You will be expected to venture away from topics you’ve done in the past or longer personal writings you’ve done in other English classes.
Let me say this one more time…We are all in this together. This is a community of writers. 

RESPECT

Penny Kittle, one of my mentors, writes, “Writers usually write about things that matter to them, stories that they well many years later, or just ideas that they believe in strongly. This means I take the respect and trust situation really, really seriously. If someone has the guts to write about their parents’ divorce or their grandparent’s death or being humiliated on the soccer field, you’ll not only respect their courage in saying it, you’ll listen hard. And if they ask you not to repeat it, you won’t. Writers need a community of readers in order to thrive. You are that community for each other and for us. We need to have a code of honor here. We need to trust you and you to trust each other. “

RESPECT is not an option, it is mandatory.
WHAT WILL WE DO IN WRITERS WORKSHOP?

We will be writing A LOT. If we are not writing, we are talking about other people’s writing. If we are not talking about other people’s writing, we are talking about your writing…or you are studying the writers craft through reading. Each day that we are engaged in a Writers Workshop unit, you will be doing one of the following activities:

1. Writing (via quick-write prompts, draft creation, brainstorming, etc…)

2. Conferencing in a writer’s group or with a partner
3. Conferencing with Miss Bass
4. Reading

5. Not talking about how __________ and _________ broke up yesterday because he made fun of her lime green dress. 

6. Trying your hardest to get your way out of your writers block

YAY FOR READING!

Third, plain and simple, readers make better writers. You will be expected to read outside of class. You will be given time during DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) to read, and of course you can after you leave school, too. On the bus, while eating a PB&J, sitting by the river, or on the chair lift. (Oh, how that would make my YEAR to see you reading on the chair lift! I  know that is hard to do, especially with those really big oversized gloves on and snot running out of your nose() You have your choice on books, but I encourage you to stretch yourself maybe into a genre you may not have read much of. 
Nancie Atwell states, “There’s nothing better for you – not broccoli, not an apple a day, not aerobic exercise. In terms of the whole rest of your life, in terms of making you smart in all ways, there’s nothing better. Top-ranking scientists and mathematicians are people who read a lot. Top ranking historians and researchers are people who read a lot. It’s like money in the bank in terms of the rest of your life, but it also helps you escape from the rest of your life and live experiences you can only dream of. Most importantly, along with writing, it’s the best way we know to find out who you are, what you care about, and what kind of person you want to become.” There it is. We’ll give you time in class, but you are expected to read outside of class, too.  We also read a book recently about a teacher in Texas who expects her 7th grade students to read at least 40 books a year. And they do it. We know that you can do it. **Choose books you’ve not read before!**
HOW WILL I GIVE FEEDBACK ON WRITING?
· For each draft I will give feedback for revision.
· Final drafts with a Writers Memo will be graded using rubric.
I promise to provide feedback on your work regularly either through conferences or through written comments on your drafts. The drafts that you turn in will have feedback and comments, but not a letter grade. You need to learn to take risks and are more likely to stop taking risks if there is a grade. After several chances to revise your piece throughout the unit, I will assign a letter grade based on craft on the final piece. 

All drafts are DUE ON TIME. 
Always save all of your drafts. Always turn in a piece that is presented well and which shows how hard you have worked on it. I will give you a list of qualities for guidance when writing each piece so you know what you excel at and what you may need help with. In addition each draft (including the final draft) must be accompanied by a Writer’s Memo. This will allow me to see that you have been revising and reflecting on your writing process. Writer’s Memos are part of your grade. 
You will definitely need:

1. A writers notebook 

2. A flash drive to save your work to (OR just make sure your computer at home is compatible with the computers here at school so you can email drafts to yourself)

Lastly, one of the biggest lessons we’ve learned about in our own writing is that writer’s block is for real. I understand that. Please know right now that I respect that and know that some days you will be stuck. BUT, on those days, I do expect you to be doing something, ANYTHING, that shows you are trying to work your way out of that writer’s block. I are so excited about embarking on this journey with you.  I know it will be an incredible year!

I am available anytime – before school, at lunch and after school - to talk about your writing for this class or any other class. 

Miss Bass


