
DENVER CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS’ (DCPA) HIGH SCHOOL  
PLAYWRITING COMPETITION SEEKS TO NURTURE YOUNG WRITERS,  
DEVELOP NEW PLAYS AND INSPIRE CREATIVITY THROUGH PLAYWRITING. 

What are the playwriting workshops? 

• These FREE 60-minute workshops introduce students to the fundamentals of writing a  
one-act play and are taught by industry professionals.

• These workshops are an excellent way to engage students’ interest in the contest and  
teach them about playwriting and the theatre simultaneously. Perfect for Language Arts  
and Drama classrooms.

• Teachers can book up to five consecutive workshop sessions. 

How does the contest work? 

• All current Colorado high school students are eligible to submit their one-act play  
for consideration. 

• Submissions are judged blindly by the DCPA’s artistic, literary and education professionals.

What happens after judging? 

• After the initial judging period, ten semifinalists are identified.

• The top three finalists receive a $250 award AND a staged reading in the 2015 Colorado  
New Play Summit in February.

• Additionally, teachers of the top three semifinalists are given $250 to purchase books  
or other teaching tools for their classroom. 

• One winning finalist’s play will be fully produced as part of the DCPA’s summer  
education program. 

For more information about the workshops and contest:

303.446.4892 | writeaplay@dcpa.org | denvercenter.org/playwright 

Please hang this poster in your school for students to see. 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

	 Submissions must:
a.	 be an original, unpublished, one-act play.
b.	 be previously unproduced.
c.	 be limited to no more than 30 pages.
d.	 be typed in standard play-style format,  
     12 point Times New Roman font and page numbered.
e.	 be submitted online or postmarked no later  
      than December 1, 2014.

	 Submissions must not:
a.	 be a translation or excerpt.
b.	 have the playwright’s name anywhere on the manuscript. 

Submissions are read blindly. Students submitting online enter  
contact information on their profile separately from their manuscript.  
If submitting by mail, please include all of your contact information  
on a separate sheet of paper.

	 Playwrights must:
a.	 be currently enrolled in a Colorado high school or home school.
b.	 limit submissions to one entry per year.

No revisions will be accepted after submission. Do not send your only copy.  
Manuscripts will not be returned. No submission fee.

Preferred method of submission:
denvercenter.org/playwright

Alternate method:
DCPA-Education 
Playwriting Competition
1101 13th St., Denver, CO 80204
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QUESTIONS? 
303.446.4892

writeaplay@dcpa.org




