Name: ______________________


A Raisin in the Sun (ARITS) Study Guide 
Act I Scene I

Define the following vocabulary word and use it in a sentence:

1. Tyrant

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
2. a. Why did Walter ask Ruth what was wrong with her? 
b. What do you know so far about their relationship?
3. Why was Ruth upset when Walter gave Travis the money? 
4. Who are Willy and Bobo?

5. Walter said, "Damn my eggs . . . damn all the eggs that ever was!" Why? 
6. Who is Beneatha? Give a detailed description.
7. a. Why was Mama getting a check for $10,000? 
b. What do you predict she will do with the money?
8. a. Why did Beneatha say she wouldn't marry George? 
b. Why do you think Mama wants Beneatha to marry George?
9. What was Beneatha's attitude towards God?  What does she think about the human race?
10. a. What happened to Ruth at the end of Act I Scene I? 
b. Make a prediction as to why you think this happens.

Act I Scene II
Define the following vocabulary words and use it in a sentence:

1. Assimilation

2. Insinuate

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
3. Who is Joseph Asagai? Describe him in detail.
4. a. What did Ruth find out at the doctor's office?  
b. How do you think this will affect the family?

5. a. Why is Asagai's present to Beneatha appropriate? 
b. What connection can you make to the lure of Africa that we talked about in the introduction to the novel?
6. Why is Asagai's nickname for Beneatha appropriate? 
7. a. What does Mama say is "dangerous"? 
b. Do you agree with her? Why or why not?
8.  Where did Ruth actually go instead of the doctor's office? 
9. a. Why did Mama call Walter a disgrace to his father's memory? 
b. Do you agree with Mama? Why or why not?
10.  Summarize Act I in 5-10 sentences.

Act II Scene I

Define the following vocabulary words and use it in a sentence:

1. Eccentric
2. Oppressive
Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
3. What was Beneatha's family doing when George came in?

4. What are "assimilationist Negroes"? 
5. a. What did Mama do with her money?
b. Do you think this was a good idea?
6. a. What was Walter's reaction to Mama's purchase?
b.  Ruth's reaction? 
Act II Scene II

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
1. How did Ruth find out Walter hadn't been going to work? 
2. a. Where had Walter been going instead of work?
b.  How could this affect the family life?
3. a. What did Mama do for Walter? 
b. Do you think this was a good idea? Explain why.
Act II Scene III

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
1. a. Who was Karl Lindner, and why did he visit the Youngers' house? 
b. How does this reflect the situation between the African Americans and whites at that time?
2.  What was Walter's reaction to Lindner? 
3. a. What presents did Mama get? 
b. What do these gifts symbolize?

4. a. What news did Bobo bring to Walter? 
b. How did Walter react?

5.  Summarize Act II in 5-10 sentences.

Act III
Define the following vocabulary word and use it in a sentence:

1. Monologue
Answer the following questions in complete sentences:
2.  Why didn't Beneatha want to be a doctor anymore? 
3. How did Asagai define "idealists" and "realists"? 

4. a. What does Asagai ask Beneatha to do? 
b. What do you think she’ll do and why?
5. a. What fault does Mama find with herself? 
b. Are these reasonable faults? 
6. What solution does Walter have to recover the stolen money?
7. Why didn't Walter take the money Lindner offered? 
8. a. Did the Youngers stay or move? 
b. Why do you think they made this decision? 
9. Summarize Act III in 5-10 sentences.

Possible Essay Questions

1. What does Mama's insurance check mean for each member of the Younger family? Mama?

Walter? Ruth? Beneatha? Travis? Write five complete paragraphs--one for each member of the family.

2. A Raisin in the Sun is a play about an African-American family in Chicago.  Yet, many critics believe that what makes it an enduring work of art is that it is about universal values that touch all people, regardless of color or class.  Do you agree with this evaluation? Give reasons for your opinion.

3. Explain in detail why the title A Raisin in the Sun is appropriate for this play.

4. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, "So we have come to cash this check. A check that will give us the riches of freedom and the security of justice."  Mama had a check for $10,000. Compare Mama's literal check to Dr. King's figurative check.
5. A Raisin in the Sun was published in the late 1950's. Compare the opportunities for African Americans at that time with the opportunities for African Americans today.
