The First Morning
1. a. The first line of the book opens with: “This is the most beautiful place on earth.” What would you say is the most beautiful place?

b. On page 3, he continues to describe his first memory of Arches.  He writes:

 “The road, narrow and rocky, twisted sharply left and right, dipped in and out of tight ravines, climbing by degrees toward a summit which I would see only in the light of the coming day.


Snow was swirling through the air when I crossed the unfenced line and passed the boundary marker of the park” (3).

2. Abbey uses description and imagery throughout the book: “Looking toward the mountains I can see the dark gorge of the Colorado River five or six miles away, carved through the sandstone mesa, though nothing of the river itself down inside the gorge” (4).  

Why are his descriptions so important in his mission for writing the book? How does this align with the purpose for having public lands and protecting them?

Solitaire

1. This chapter opens with Abbey writing about Merle McRae and Floyd Bence. What do you learn about positions at the park from this?

2. Take a look at your map and discuss how it helps you understand where Abbey was. 

3. On page 11, Abbey mentions public domain. What is public domain? 

The Serpents of Paradise

1. On the bottom of page 17, Abbey describes his duties as a ranger. What are they? How does his role play into sustainability?

Cliffrose and Bayonets

1. On page 28, Abbey describes the Wildlife Service. What is his opinion of the Wildlife Service? How does that conflict with his purpose as a ranger?

2. Compare and contrast our ecosystem to Arches.

3. Reread the following passage:  “The beauty of Delicate Arch explains nothing, for each thing in its way, when true to its own character, is equally beautiful. (There is no beauty in nature, said Baudelaire. A place to throw empty beer cans on Sunday, said Mencken.)” (36). How do you define beauty? Nature?

4. What is the controversy over coyotes? Who is involved in it?

