Vocabulary A Raisin in the Sun Act One Scene Two

Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence.

Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean.

11. The radio is on and a Southside disk-jockey program is inappropriately filling the house with a rather exotic saxophone blues.

12. You mean save them from heathenism
13. Ruth comes in forlornly and pulls off her coat with dejection.

14. You wear it well...very well...mutilated hair and all.

15. Assimilationism is so popular in your country.

16. Insinuatingly to her daughter.

17. She sets the headdress on haphazardly.
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Part II: Determining the Meaning

Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.

11. mutilated 

A. unsuitably; improperly

12. insinuatingly 
B. "religion" of those who don't believe in God and/or are uncivilized

13. haphazardly 
C. looking pitiful, desperate or hopeless

14. inappropriately 
D. maimed; damaged

15. assimilationism 
E. belief that minority cultures should dissolve into a dominant culture

16. heathenism 
F. with more meaning than the spoken word; implying

17. forlornly 

G. without care; characterized by chance
