Vocabulary A Raisin in the Sun Act Two Scene One

Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence.

Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean.

18. Coquettishly fanning herself with an ornate oriental fan.

19. With an arrogant flourish, turns off the good loud blues that is playing.

20. Oh, don't be so proud of yourself, Bennie - just because you look eccentric.

21. It means someone who is willing to give up his own culture and submerge himself completely in the dominant, and in this case oppressive culture.

22. If it's too hot or cold for you, just wait a minute and it'll change. (She smiles happily at this cliche of cliches.)

23. (To Walter, sarcastically), Good night, Prometheus

24. (Plaintively), Walter Lee - why don't we just try to talk about it...

25. Mama clamps her lips together, and Ruth advances toward her son menacingly.

Vocabulary A Raisin in the Sun Act Two Scene One Continued

Part II: Determining the Meaning

Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you

cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.

18. coquettishly
A. tyrannical

19. arrogant 

B. in a manner using statements or implications opposite to the underlying meaning

20. eccentric 

C. deviating from the established norm, model or rule

21. oppressive 
D. threateningly

22. cliche 

E. sorrowfully

23. sarcastically 
F. overbearingly proud; haughty

24. plaintively 
G. in a manner befitting a woman who flirts with men

25. menacingly 
H. trite or over used expression or idea
