Vocabulary A Raisin in the Sun Act Two Scenes Two and Three

Part I: Using Prior Knowledge and Contextual Clues

Below are the sentences in which the vocabulary words appear in the text. Read the sentence.

Use any clues you can find in the sentence combined with your prior knowledge, and write what you think the underlined words mean.

26. Beneatha and George come in, presumably from an evening out again.

27. She rebuffs him again and he starts to leave.

28. Walter, you ain't been to work for three days. (This is a revelation to her.)

29. Finally, in a decisive gesture, he gets up, and, in mingled joy and desperation, picks up the money.

30. His happiness is deep in him; he cannot keep still with his new-found exuberance.

31. (Amiably, as he sits himself easily on a chair, leaning with interest forward on his knees and looking expectantly into the newcomer's face.)

32. ...and the hat is ludicrous and considerably oversized.

Vocabulary A Raisin in the Sun Act Two Scenes Two and Three Continued

Part II: Determining the Meaning

Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you

cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.

26. presumably 
A. some new information; news

27. rebuffs 

B. having unrestrained high spirits; being overjoyed

28. revelation 

C. probably; reasonably supposed

29. desperation 
D. good naturedly

30. exuberance 
E. laughably ridiculous

31. amiably 

F. condition of being driven to take almost any risk as a last resort

32. ludicrous 

G. bluntly refuses
