English 11 Overview of American Literature (Connected to American History)
	I. The Task:


You will research the time period that you chose/were assigned, focusing on answering the question:
How are the events and attitudes of a time period in American history reflected in the writing of that time period?

Use paper resources, books, journals, world book online, our textbook, web links provided through my website and sites that you find through your own searches.

You will have this week to research and next week to present your information. By the end of the research, you will have learned enough about writers and writing during this historical/literary period to teach your classmates about that time period, its writing and its writers.
Answer the following questions as you research (I suggest that you divide the questions among your group members):

	Research Questions


Guiding Question (for all group members to consider):

	How are the events and attitudes of a time period in American history reflected in the writing of that time period?


Also use the following questions to guide your research. Make sure that you can answer each question (these questions can be divided among group members).
· What was unique about this time period? 

· What were some of the major political, social, economic, and cultural events and/or trends of this time period? 

· What were the major achievements in the U. S. during this time period? 

· Who were some of the prominent international figures of the times and what was their importance? 

· Who were some of the prominent American writers and how did their work reflect the times in which they wrote? 

· What types of writing, i.e. genres were predominant during this period?  Why? 

· What major literary movements developed during this time period? Why? 

· What themes were predominant in the writings of the time?
	II.  Research and Documentation 


· Find a minimum of four sources per group to help you answer the above questions. Begin your research with the timeline and description in our textbook. See also the reference books in Salida High school’s library, and web links on my website for each time period. 
· Take notes on each source using the “dialectic notes” (modified two column notes) provided and at the end of this handout.
· Create a  bibliography of each source, making sure that you record all bibliographic information
	III. Presentation and Assessment of Research Knowledge 


You will get together with other students, compare notes and collaborate on creation of a teaching PowerPoint. You are responsible for teaching the rest of your class about your time period and the writing and authors that fit into that period.

The PowerPoint will not contain all information but it will include: 

a. Names of literary movements, authors and examples of writing from the movements/time period
b. A brief explanation of what’s happening historically in America and the world during the time period
c. An explanation of how the historical events and attitudes are connected to the writing in your time period
d. Your presentation will contain more information than in the PowerPoint. Use the PowerPoint as a guide for your presentation. Students will take notes from your presentation and PowerPoint.

	The Time Periods:


1. Early American Literature or The New Nation, 1760-1800

a. Timeline pg 124 of textbook

2. American Individualism – 1820-1870 (in our textbook: A Growing Nation)

a. Timeline: “A Growing Nation” (1800-1870) page 228

3. divided America – 1820-1914

a. Timeline: “Division, Reconciliation, and Expansion” (1850-1914) page 460

4. Realism and Naturalism

a. Timeline: “Disillusion, Defiance, and Discontent” (1914-1946), page 704

5. Twentieth Century, Modernism

a. Timeline: “Prosperity and Protest” (1946-present), page 958
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Dialectic notes:
You need one form per source. You may have more than one form per source.
	Use this form for 
one source only!
	Your notes go here. Use one note per cell. Use a summary (shorten what you find), a paraphrase (put what you don't understand into your own words to make it easy to understand), a direct quotation/passage from the source (along with who said it, who that person is, when he/she said it and why). Also, record the page number for later reference.
	Write your ideas: Why is this important? How will you use this information? How does this information relate to what you already know? 
Each annotation below will correspond directly with the note in the cell to the left.
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