Name: ______________________________________



 Period: __________

Rubric for “My American Dream Sounds Like”


	Criteria being assessed:
	Excellent

100-90
	Good

89-80
	Satisfactory

79-70
	Not Okay
59-50

	Thesis/Main Idea:

Do you have a thesis or argument about the/your American Dream?
(20 points)
	You have one main idea that is stated clearly at the beginning.
	You have one or more ideas that are stated.
	Hard to tell what the main idea is.
	There is no main idea or you have completely confused the reader and yourself.

	Support:

Did you support the thesis with enough appropriate quotes and paraphrases?

(15 points)
	Multiple body paragraphs with quotes or paraphrases that support the thesis.
	Multiple body paragraphs with quotes or paraphrases that don’t fully support the thesis.
	One paragraph with quotes or paraphrases that doesn’t support the thesis or no quotes or para-phrases.
	You haven’t clearly supported the thesis.

	Organization and Clarity: Does the order of arguments and explanation/examples make sense? 

How well does the writing flow?
(15 points)
	Organization flows and writing makes sense. You have used paragraphs to differentiate between ideas. Your transitions help your writing flow.
	Writing mostly flows and makes sense. There is some disconnection between ideas. 
	Reader may be confused by organization. Connection between ideas is confusing.
	There seems to be no connection between ideas. Organization seems accidental.

	Literary Devices:

Have you described the literary devices in your writing?

SYMBOLS (20 points)
IMAGERY (20 points)

	You identify and thoroughly explain multiple examples of:

Symbols

Imagery


	You identify and explain at least 1 example of:

Symbols

Imagery


	You have not clearly identified OR explained:

Symbols

Imagery


	You have not clearly identified AND explained:

Symbols

Imagery



	Conventions: 

How well do you adhere to proper writing conventions, like capitalization, punctuation, spelling, and proper grammar?

(10 points)
	Perfect! Absolutely no mistakes.
	Almost perfect: two or three editing mistakes.
	You’ve got five to seven errors; your mistakes slow me down a little.
	Mistakes slow down the reader and make me angry. Please take more time to edit next time. If this is a weakness, ensure you enlist a teacher or other student’s support next time.


