Article of the Week (AoW) PURPOSE and RUBRIC

Why we do article of the week annotations and reflections:


· Read and process information better and faster
· Read different genres (gain familiarity with modes, audiences, current events)
· To get annotation practice
· Analysis
· Questioning
· Close reading
· To remember for discussion
· To make connections
· Question credibility of sources
· Determine bias
· Go beyond summary
· To practice close reading:
· Look beyond the surface
· Look beyond your own opinion
· Identify who the audience is assumed to be
· Identify what the writer’s purpose is/might be
· Make connections to world events, other texts, local events, history, literature, etc.
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	· Annotations – substantial, reflect deeper reading, reflect thinking about topic (see above and below)
· Reflection (typed): knowledge of article is implied in the writing, or includes (only) short summary, demonstrates “conversation” or interaction with text 
· Demonstrates writer’s ability to 
· Ask questions
· Do research if necessary (including looking up words)
· Make connections to other  text or to world events
· Vocabulary identified and defined for comprehension
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	· Annotations – substantial, reflect deeper reading, reflect thinking about topic (see above and below)
· Reflection (not typed): knowledge of article is implied in the writing, or includes (only) short summary,  demonstrates “conversation” or interaction with text
· Demonstrates writer’s ability to 
· Ask questions
· Do research if necessary (including looking up words)
· Make connections to other  text or to world events
· Vocabulary identified and defined for comprehension
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	· Has reflection and annotations
· Annotations reflect little “conversation” or interaction with the text (this is bad, I can’t believe this, never heard of…, wonder what this means…)
· Connections are text to self only or all opinion
· Reflection may include over 50%  summary, opinion,  or is less than 2/3 of a page
· Vocabulary is not defined
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	· Only reflection that refers to the article
· Only highlighting, no annotations or annotations reflect surface interaction/no interaction with text (Wow! Really? Sad? …)
· Reflection is too short,  primarily summary,  primarily opinion, or off topic of article
· Vocabulary is not defined
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	· Only annotations OR only reflection with no references to article
· Highlighting – no annotation
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