Crucible background—Can you be “proven” guilty with no proof? 


Directions: answer the following questions to get background knowledge for Guilty by Suspicion and The Crucible. 
	Glossary:

Communism – a system of government where everyone shares all property and everyone is equal; also (as in the USSR) a system of government where social and economic activity is controlled by one party that does not tolerate differing opinion and has dictatorial control. 

Informant – someone who gives information (often has a negative connotation)

Conspiracy – an agreement between two or more people to commit fraud or crime




Questions:

1. Why was communism a problem? Why was the American government threatened by it in the 1940’s to 1950’s? (p 1240)

2. What was House Committee on Un-American Activities (HUAC)? (p 1240)

3. Who was Joseph McCarthy? (p 1240)

4. What is a blacklist? How did it affect actors, writers, producers, college professors, and more? (p1272)

Take notes on the film, 
What role do the following ideas play in Guilty by Suspicion? Use examples and details from the film. If you don’t know what a term means, look it up or discuss with friend.
	Naming names
	
	

	Silence
	
	

	Threats
	
	

	Interrogation (McCarthy/court)
	
	

	Loyalty
	
	

	Testifying
	
	

	Paranoia 
	
	

	Rights
	
	

	Hysteria
	
	

	Fear
	
	


Other Notes, Observations, and Reactions:

