Book Projects due on Tuesday, February 28*

Now that you have finished your books, it’s time to write about them. 

Start with an introductory paragraph that identifies one experience that changed your entire view of the world around you. This is called a “theme” (it is like our Socratic Dialogue Statements). Here is a sample:

Henry Fleming, the main character in The Red Badge of Courage, begins his life-changing adventure as a naive young man, eager to experience the glory of war. He soon faces the truth about life, war, and his own self-identity on the battlefield, however. The Red Badge of Courage, by Stephen Crane, is a coming of age novel, published by D. Appleton and Company in 1895, about thirty years after the Civil War ended. In this book, the author reveals the ugliness of war, and examines its relationship to the pain of growing up.

Your introductory paragraph should include the title and author of your book, a brief summary of your book, and the setting (which includes both time and place).

1. The setting—where does the story take place in both time and location? Is it a real place or an imaginary one? If the author does not tell you exactly where the story is set, what can you tell about it from the way it is described? Is the story set in the present day or in an earlier time period? Perhaps it is even set in the future! Let your reader know. 

2. The summary—what happens to the main character? WARNING! Be careful here. Do not fall into the boring trap of reporting every single thing that happens in the story. Pick only the most important events. Here are some hints on how to do that. First, explain the situation of the main character as the story opens. Next, identify the basic plot element of the story--is the main character trying to achieve something or overcome a particular problem? Thirdly, describe a few of the more important things that happen to the main character as he/she works toward that goal or solution. Finally, you might hint at the story's conclusion without completely giving away the ending.
After your introductory paragraph you will write your supporting paragraphs that flush out the book and how you connect to it. Your connection -- Give your reader a sense of the impression the book made upon you. Ask yourself what the author was trying to achieve and whether or not he achieved it with you. What larger idea does the story illustrate? How does it do that? How did you feel about the author's style of writing, the setting, or the mood of the novel. You do not have to limit yourself to these areas. Pick something which caught your attention, and let your reader know your personal response to whatever it was. 

Below are some additional questions to guide you. You do not have to answer all of them; they are a guide for your writing. 

· Did you enjoy the book?

· Was it well written?

· What was the genre?

· (fiction) Which characters play important roles that relate to the overall theme?

· Did you notice reoccurring symbols?

· Is this book a part of a series?

· What is the writing style?

· Did you notice a tone?

· Was there an obvious slant or bias?

In your conclusion paragraph let the reader know if you would recommend the book to others and to whom you would recommend it.

*You will need to print a hard copy so you can read it during presentations on Wednesday and Thursday. 

*Also, submit it to turnitin.com by Tuesday, February 28.


