Catcher in the Rye – Travel Brochure Activity

In the novel Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield finds himself leaving Pencey Prep and wandering around New York City. He doesn’t seem to have too much difficulty getting around the city. How does he do it? He used public transportation, found a room in a hotel, went out to restaurants and bars and enjoyed the city’s many tourist attractions. In order to travel in a big city such as New York, you need to be prepared and know what you are doing. Cities can be overwhelming. 

This activity will ask you to find information on the Web and develop a travel brochure that displays the results of your research for the rest of the class. Imagine you are taking a trip to New York and need to plan for your travels. How much will transportation cost (plane (which airports to fly to, cabs, subways, trains)? Where would you go to see the sights? What hotels would you stay in and what part of town would you want to visit? Use links provided on the Web to gather the information, then use your creativity and style to produce the project. You will be graded on both accuracy of the facts, the presentation, and citing sources properly.

The objective of this activity is to develop a travel brochure for New York City while citing sources properly.
The Process: Exploring the Web, Creating a Product 

The travel brochure describes essentials of traveling in the city similar to Holden. Identify options for transportation and hotels using information found on the Web. Create a step-by-step travel brochure with the following:

· A creative cover with clear titles, eye-catching picture (or drawing) and author's names. (Hint: Look at a book cover for layout ideas). 

· One flap for each concept (transportation, hotels, restaurants, entertainment). List prices and options for each. 

· Illustrations of necessary items with description of uses. 

· Clear, brief paragraphs about each concept. 

Step #1. Use the Web to gather information about travel in the city:

· List places recommended. 

· Give prices.
· Give tips on how to get around and enjoy your time in the city

Record the information on dialectic note sheets. Make sure you can read your notes! 

Step #2. Use the notes that you have gathered to make a travel brochure of your own. The key will be to find information for each of the categories (don't try to do too much or it will be hard to read). A travel brochure should have the following chapters:

· Transportation
· Hotels

· Entertainment

· Restaurants

Step #3. Get the materials needed and begin laying out your brochure. Be sure to organize the information in the order you will use it in reality. (For example: transportation and hotel will come before entertainment.). Be sure to involve every member of your group and listen to their input. You may want to divide the job into parts and put someone in charge of each category, either by subheading or by job (writing, graphics, cover).

Step #4. Assemble the parts into a finished version. Be sure to have all members read the brochure to check for mistakes and readability. It is better to do the final work at school, don't rely on one person to do it at home! Keep it where everyone has the ability to work on it.

How You Will Be Graded 

The brochure should:

· report and/or convey information logically and correctly 

· offer detailed and accurate specifications 

· include examples to aid comprehension (e.g., troubleshooting guide) 

· use proper research

· presentation of information

