Career Exploration Project: What kind of career do I want to have?

· Research a Career of your choice

· Construct a research report on a career

· Create a personal career plan

· Interview someone in the field of your interest

You are at an age where the future is yours. If you try hard enough you can become whatever you wish. There is no better time to start setting this long-range goal than now. Therefore, the last major project for English 11 will be a Career Exploration Project. To successfully complete this project, you will be required incorporate all of the following: Research, Writing, and Oral Communications. In other words, you will write a research report about a chosen career, interview a person in that career, write a quotation-filled article on your experience, look for a real job advertisement for that career and create a Resume and Cover Letter for that job. 

PART I.  Finding a Career:
How do I find a career I am interested in?  What are my interests, skills, work habits, etc?  The following are additional strategies/resources and information to help you choose a career pathway for your exploration project:
· Read about job titles/job families that appeal to you by going to O*Net http://online.onetcenter.org/ (Click on Find Occupation or Job Families)
· Do a web search of professional associations in your career area

· Read further information about your career choice on the Occupational Outlook Handbook (OOH)    http://www.bls.gov/oco/  Or use the OOH Search A-Z/ index careers in alphabetical order (top right hand corner).
· What to do with a major in?    http://career.berkeley.edu/InfoLab/CareerFields.stm
· Another source for career information: www.collegeincolorado.org  
PART II.  Career Interest Bio (100 points):

Introduce your career and why you think it fits your personality.  What are you looking for in a career and why? What are your strengths and weakness, likes and dislikes, intelligences and skills, goals and needs?  What extracurricular activities have you been involved in during high school and how does that play into your career choice?  (150-200 words)
PART III. Interviews (50 points each):

Interview two people working in your desired career.  Write a formal paper about your interview experience.  What did you learn about each person, job, salary, and working conditions?  Include direct quotes from interview and cite properly.  Include a photo of the person and their contact information.  

PART IV. Research (100 points): 
Describe the career.  What are the educational requirements for the job?  Where does one receive training for such a career?  How many credits/hours does it take to finish program?  How much does it cost?  What are three related fields?

The Research Report can be written using bullet pointed lists as well as required narrative, and must include the following (use as many pages as necessary, double-spaced, font size 12):

· Requirements – Be specific: Coursework, experience, classes, certifications, licenses, tests/board exams, graduate or post-graduate studies, degrees, and the time required to complete them. Lists are okay here.

· Where to receive education and/or training – Find the schools, training facilities, vocational and academic where you would most likely get the education or training you need. When researching, look for the best schools in your special area, even if they are not local. Don’t list all the schools, just give examples. Lists are okay.

· Recertification and Professional Development – Write about what experience, coursework, advanced degrees, internships, etc. that are required for advancement financially.

· Future of Career—Look at technological advancements, research findings, new laws or rules governing your career and write about how they will affect the job. Primarily, focus on the career over the next 10, 20, 30 yrs.

· For example, a journalist may do all their work using web cams for interviews so they don’t have to travel into war torn areas, write their stories, have them auto-read and corrected, sent right to the editor who can send them for placement on the press run, all via computer—or send news directly to people’s cell phones.

· Progression of career – is there a natural progression from coffee boy to producer?  Senate intern to Senator, congressmen?  Little league baseball coach to high school to college to minors to majors?
· Is there a future demand for this career?  Explain—give specific reasons with supporting facts.
PART V. Resume and Cover Letter (50 points each):
You will select a wanted ad from the paper and complete a resume and cover letter to fit the job.

