Character and Dialogue

Writers can make their characters appear realistic by describing their thoughts and actions.  Read the description below from “The Drummer Boy of Shiloh.”  Notice how Ray Bradbury brings Joby to life by describing his thoughts.
If he stayed still, when the dawn came up and the soldiers put on their bravery with their caps, perhaps they might go away, the war with them, and not notice him living small here, no more than a toy himself.  
Writers also make their characters believable through dialogue, or speech.  Notice how the relationship between the young soldier, Joby, and the general is revealed through their dialogue. 
“What’s your name, boy?” he asked.
“Joby, sir,” whispered the boy, starting to sit up.
“All right, Joby, don’t stir.”  A hand pressed his chest gently, and the boy relaxed.  “How long you been with us, Joby?”
“Three weeks, sir.”
“Run off from home or join legitimate, boy?”
Silence.
“Fool question,” said the general.  “Do you shave yet, boy?  Even more of a fool.  There’s your cheek, fell right off the tree overhead.  And the others here, not much older.  Raw, raw, the lot of you.  You ready for tomorrow or the next day, Joby?”
 “I think so, sir.”
 “You want to cry some more, go on ahead.  I did the same last night.”
You will want to bring your own characters to life through dialogue.  Try to make the dialogue sound natural and appropriate to the speaker.  You can develop an ear for dialogue by noting conversations you overhear.



Guidelines for Writing and Punctuating Dialogue
1. Begin a new paragraph each time the speaker changes.
2. Enclose a speaker’s exact words in quotation marks.
3. Begin a direct quotation with a capital letter.
4. Set off a direct quotation with a comma when it is preceded or followed by a phrase such as “he said” or “she muttered”.
5. Establish the name of each speaker the first time that person speaks in the dialogue.  You do not need to repeat the speaker’s name throughout the dialogue or say he said, she said or he answered again and again.
6. Avoid overusing the word said when writing dialogue.  Consider verbs from the Word Bank below, or think of other words.

Use a separate sheet of paper. 
Exercise A
Answer these questions about the dialogue above.  
1. What can you conclude about the relationship between Joby and the general?

2. What does the dialogue reveal about Jody?
Exercise B
Find two quotations in Amy Tan’s “Fish Cheeks” and two quotations from Annie Dillard’s “The Chase.” Write them down. How does each quotation reveal character and/or relationships between characters?





“He said. She said.” - You can use these words instead!
	accused
	claimed
	guessed
	pointed out
	smirked

	acknowledged
	clucked
	gulped
	pondered
	snapped

	added
	coaxed
	gurgled
	praised
	snarled

	addressed
	commanded
	hinted
	prayed
	sneered

	admitted
	commented
	hissed
	proclaimed
	sneezed

	advised
	complained
	hollered
	promised
	snickered

	affirmed
	conceded
	hypothesized
	proposed
	sniffed

	agreed
	concluded
	
	protested
	sniffled

	announced
	confessed
	imitated
	purred
	snorted

	answered
	confided
	implied
	put in
	sobbed

	apologized
	congratulated
	informed
	puzzled
	spat

	approved
	continued
	inquired
	quavered
	speculated

	argued
	convinced
	insisted
	queried
	spoke

	asked
	cooed
	interjected
	questioned
	sputtered

	asserted
	corrected
	interrupted
	quipped
	squeaked

	assured
	coughed
	intoned
	quoted
	stammered

	avowed
	countered
	jeered
	
	started

	babbled
	cried
	jested
	ranted
	stated

	barked
	croaked
	joked
	reasoned
	stormed

	bawled
	crowed
	
	reassured
	stuttered

	beamed
	dared
	laughed
	recalled
	suggested

	began
	decided
	lied
	reckoned
	surmised

	begged
	declared
	lisped
	related
	taunted

	bellowed
	demanded
	
	remarked
	teased

	bet
	denied
	maintained
	remembered
	tempted

	bleated
	described
	marveled
	reminded
	tested

	blurted
	disagreed
	mentioned
	repeated
	theorized

	boasted
	disclosed
	mimicked
	replied
	threatened

	boomed
	divulged
	moaned
	reported
	told

	bragged
	doubted
	mumbled
	requested
	trilled

	broke in
	drawled
	murmured
	resounded
	urged

	bubbled
	echoed
	mused
	responded
	uttered

	bugged
	ended
	muttered
	retorted
	volunteered

	burst out
	exclaimed
	
	revealed
	vowed

	called
	explained
	nagged
	roared
	wailed

	cautioned
	finished
	nodded
	sang
	warned

	chatted
	fretted
	noted
	sassed
	went on

	chattered
	gasped
	objected
	screamed
	wept

	cheered
	gently
	observed
	scoffed
	whimpered

	chided
	gibed
	offered
	scolded
	whined

	chimed in
	giggled
	ordered
	shot
	whispered

	chittered
	greeted
	
	shouted
	wondered

	choked
	groaned
	panted
	shrieked
	worried

	chortled
	growled
	piped
	shrilled
	

	chorused
	grunted
	pleaded
	sighed
	yawned

	chuckled
	grumbled
	pled
	smiled
	yakked
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