Arthur Miller’s The Crucible
Study Guide Packet
Name: 

Per:          


STUDENT GOALS: use different reading strategies to understand the plot, characters and themes.  Change reading strategies when necessary to help understanding. 
Write about themes and apply to your own life or current events.
Crucible Guiding Questions:

· What is “true” love?

· How is writing connected to the time period in which it’s written? How do authors use writing as a form of social protest?
· What makes a character believable?

Unit Overview:
· Vocabulary Study: Look up definitions for eighteen words + 11 literary terms (quizzes periodically as we read). Small glossary of other words given.  

· Background notes: students are expected to take notes in the space given.

· Character study: for the main characters, tell as much as you can about each.

· Study questions: answer as we read; these are due at the end of each Act.
· Dramatic reading: It is expected that each student participate in the reading of this play.  There are twenty-two roles, but we will share large roles so everyone has a part.

· Discussion or online assignments, at least once per week

· Test: periodic quizzes on vocabulary and thematic ideas. Test at end of unit.

· Essay questions: possible essay questions are at the end of the study guide. Be prepared to answer these in class, online, or on a test.

Unit Packet: background notes (50 points), questions (60 points), vocabulary (30 points), character notes 

Writing/Discussion: 25-50 points each assignment/essay
	Background Notes


Author –give some details about him (p.1230):

Define drama: 

Define the “Dramatic Structures” used in The Crucible (p.1232):

· dialogue
· stage directions
· dramatic exposition
Write the True Story of the Salem Witch Trials:

A crucible is:

Describe the Setting of the play.

Puritan beliefs (about women, girls, dolls, church, government, land, work, witchcraft, dancing):

Why was the idea of “possession” accepted?

Themes—list and explain them as we read and learn more about the play(1318):

What were the McCarthy Hearings (p.1240, p.1272):
Why did Miller write The Crucible?
	Vocabulary Study:


Glossary: these words are defined for you.

1. theocracy: governed by religion
2. theology: the study of a religious doctrine; what a particular sect believes
3. providence: God’s will; God’s intervention in human affairs
4. Puritanical: strict in morality and religion; this term has come about since the reign of the Puritans

5. ameliorate: improve

6. vestry: the room in the church where robes are kept

7. apparition: ghost

8. trafficked: to have dealings with

9. Spectral Evidence: claim of seeing accused person’s spirit, or “familiar,” used as evidence in a trial
10. Goody: short for “Goodwife,” meaning Mrs.
Vocabulary:   define the following words. Be prepared to be tested on all 28 vocabulary words.
1. dissembling:

2. conjure:

3. vindictive:
4. propriety: 
5. diametrically:
6. defamation:
7. fiend:
8. malevolence:
9.  contempt (legal definition):
10. prosecutor (legal definition):
11. deposition (legal definition):
12. plaintiff (legal definition):
13. guile:
14. reprieve:
15. conspiracy:
16. retaliation:
17. purged:
18. penitence:
	Study Questions


Answer each fully (sometimes in sentences, sometimes the answer is just a word or two).  Keep these questions out and fill in your answers as we read and as homework.  Answers to some of the questions might be found in the exposition sections.

Act I__pg 1234-1263______________________________________________________________________________

1.             a. Describe Reverend Parris:
b.  What was Samuel Parris’s attitude toward children? 
c. Why do you think Reverend Parris has many enemies?

2.       a. After Parris begins to believe his daughter to be afflicted by witchcraft, what is Parris most concerned with? How can you tell? 
b. What is Thomas Putnam’s advice to him?
3.             a. What truths come out when the adults leave the girls alone? 
b. What does this suggest may happen later in the play?
4.             a. What’s currently going on between Abigail and John Proctor? 
b. What comes out in their conversation together? Give direct quotes:
5.             a. Why does Betty start screaming? 
b. Why does everyone believe she starts screaming? (1247)
6. Why are some people, including John Proctor, inclined to stay away from Sabbath meeting?

7. Why does Hale believe the devil would strike Rev. Parris’s house?

8.       a.  Though Rev. Hale is trying to get Tituba to name her accomplices, who is the first person to actually mention names? 
b. What does this show about this character?
9. Why is it not difficult for Ann Putnam to believe that Goody Osburn is a witch? What has her past relationship with Osburn been like?
10. Who are two more characters who may be accused? Why might they be accused? 
11. How do these characters seem more independent of their peers? Why do they seem this way? (choose two from the following list and explain each choice below: John Proctor, Abigail Williams, Reverend Parris, Reverend Hale, Rebecca Nurse, Giles Corey)
· ______________   —

·  ______________  —

Act II_    pg. 1267-1287________________________ ___________________________________________________
12. What do you know about the relationship between John and Elizabeth Proctor from the stage directions, character’s actions, and opening dialogue of Act II? Give specific examples
13. Describe the power Abigail has in the courtroom (1269). What is the allusion?
14. Describe what’s going on between the Proctors from the bottom half of page 1269 through the top half of page 1271?

15. One person who was accused of witchcraft will not be executed.  Who is the person? Why was she or he saved from hanging? 
16. Though Mary Warren cannot say who accused Elizabeth Proctor, who do you believe accused her and why?

17. a. What evidence is used to support the assertion that Elizabeth Proctor is guilty of witchcraft? 
b. Is the evidence compelling? Why or why not?
18.       a. Why might Mary Warren be afraid of telling the truth about Abigail? 
b. What could happen to either of them?
19.       a. What do you believe the commandments symbolize or represent? 

b. What is the purpose of having people recite the commandments? 
Act III__pg. 1291-1315_____________________________________________________________________________

20. Over and over Danforth says that the good have nothing to fear.  What evidence from the beginning of Act III can you give to show that the opposite is true?

21.       a. Which three depositions are presented to the judges, on whose behalf? 
b. How do the judges treat the defenses of the accused?
22. On pages 1295 and 1301 Danforth gives his premise for judging a witch. Summarize his guidelines.

23.      a.  Mary Warren’s testimony is destroyed in the end because she cannot do something.   What?

b. How does she explain the problem?

24. Finally Proctor admits that he and Abigail have been lovers.  This truth could be the end of Abigail’s control.  Why isn’t it?

25.       a. What is dramatic irony?  
b. Which details in Elizabeth’s dialogue with Dansforth reveal the dramatic irony in this scene? 
c. What change does it show in Elizabeth’s character?
26.       a. Paraphrase what John Proctor says in his last speech (in Act III). 
b. What is the importance of this speech?
Act IV___pg. 1319-1334___________________________________________________________________________

27.       a. What is Hale’s mission in Act IV?  
b. Quote at least two parts of the dialogue, including line and page numbers, that support your answer:

28. Parris tells Danforth, “You cannot hang this sort” (1324).  Explain what he means and why he says this:
29.       a. Give two reasons that Danforth refuses to pardon the prisoners.  
b. What conflict or theme do his actions and words demonstrate?

30.       a. In the end, what is of the utmost importance to John Proctor? 
b. How can you tell? 
c. Give page # and quote his words or the words of another character to support your answer.
POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS:

1. Think of what you mean when you use the words “honor,” “truth,” “justice,” or “courage.”  Choose one character that exemplifies your idea of one of these ideals and explain how he / she lives up to your standards (or do the reverse: explain who fails to live up to your standard).

2. OPINION: Why do people still put on the play today?
3. How are the characters in The Crucible a reflection of human nature or society in general? Think of specific characters and details that illustrate their natures, motivations, etc.

4. How is The Crucible connected to you, the community, our country, society, or historical events?

5. Think about the title of The Crucible. The word crucible means “a container for melting or purifying metals” or a “severe test.” In an essay discuss which meaning you think Miller had in mind when he titled the play. Use examples from the play and from Miller’s experiences to support your ideas. Also consider whether the central idea of his play implies both meanings.

6. Write an essay in which you explore the probability of a current witch hunt. Has society learned from experiences like the Salem witchcraft trials and McCarthyism? In your essay, use examples from the play that supports your ideas about how easy it is for people to get caught up in mass hysteria, brining on the tragedy of a “witch hunt.”
READING STRATEGIES USED FOR The Crucible
	· Footnotes

· Annotation

· Infer

· Prediction


	· Guiding questions

· Outlining 

· Describing your thinking

· Marginalia (notes in book margins)
	· Discussion

· Summarizing

· Connections (test to text, text to self, text to world)


	· Reflective writing

· Comparing/contrasting
· Collecting quotes

· Paraphrasing

· other (explain)


READING STRATEGY USED:




EXPLAIN (SPECIFICALLY) HOW IT HELPED

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Literary Elements Used in The Crucible
	
LITERARY ELEMENT
	DEFINITION  

	EXAMPLE, SPECIFICALLY, FROM THE PLAY

	allusion

	
	

	antagonist
	
	

	irony
	
	

	metaphor


	
	

	protagonist

	
	

	shift/turn

	
	

	setting

	
	

	simile

	
	

	structure

	
	

	suspense

	
	

	symbol

	
	


	Townspeople Who Believe Claims of Witchcraft (or who make claims)


	Townspeople Who Don’t Believe Claims of Witchcraft


 


































































Cheever


Court Clerk





Herrick


Salem Marshal





Elizabeth Proctor





Mary Warren


servant in Proctor’s house





“sick” girls





Tituba


Servant in Parris’ House





Ruth Putnam





Betty Parris





Susanna Walcott





Mercy Lewis


Servant in Putnam’s house





Thomas Putnam





Mrs. Ann Putnam





Abigail





Reverend Parris





Reverend Hale





Judge Hathorne





Sarah Good





Martha Corey





Francis Nurse





Rebecca Nurse





Giles Corey





John Proctor
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