Group Discussion Starters
1. How does the title relate to the whole text? What does it suggest? Why might the author have chosen it over any other title?

2. Does the main character change in any way during the story? Are you left with any realization or understanding? If so, what?

3. Does the author make any general observations about human life or nature? Do the characters make any such observations?

4. Does the text contain any especially curious objects, mysterious characters, significant animals, repeated names, words or song titles? Might these things hint at a larger meaning? Such symbols may point to important ideas in the text. Pick three of these and explain their meaning.

5. How does the setting influence the events and characters? That is, to what extent are both products of specific time and place? Could an almost identical story take place in another century or on another continent and still be believable?

6. Who are the main characters? What are their relationships? Do these relationships change? If so, how? Do these characters seem like real people? Do you know them well enough to determine how they would act in certain situations other than those presented in the story?

7.  Select two character traits of the protagonist and show how they are revealed: By the author telling you? By the character’s words? His/Her thoughts? His/Her actions? Do you know how any other characters fell towards him/her? If so, why? By what means did the author help you to discover that relationship? 

8. Mention one important decision the protagonist makes: What choices and/or decision s did he/she make? Why? How did he/she feel about this decision and its consequences?

9. Who are the most important minor characters? What are their relationships to the protagonist? Select one minor character and show his/her significance in the novel.

10. What are the relationships of the women characters to the men? Do they complement each other? If so, how?

11. What is the main conflict? With which character is it most directly concerned? What other characters are involved?

12.  How does the author create suspense? How are incidents in the plot related? How is the conflict resolved? Does the resolution seem inevitable or have characters and situations been manipulated to affect a solution inconsistent with previous developments? Explain.

13.  What is the theme dramatized by the action giving it broader significance? What values, meaningful to most human beings, evolve from the conflict and its resolution?

14. From whose point of view is the story told? What influence does the point of view have on the novel? Why do you think the author chose it in preference to another point of view?

15. Examine the novel’s structure. How does the structure contribute to the novel as a whole?

16. Discuss the author’s style. Examine several passages that seem particularly effective and determine what makes them effective.

17. Has the novel helped you understand the complexities of the individual’s response to his/her involvement with life around him/her?

18. Is your understanding of the ideas more of a summary of the plot or content? Have you read between the lines?

19. Does your understanding come out of the whole text, not just part of it?

