August 11, 2012
Dear Students, 

Welcome to American Literature!
  I am excited to return for my fourth year at Salida High School and enthused to have a new classroom in addition to a new building. The energy from the community and you, students, has really fueled me for another fantastic year. I hope that everyone had a great summer and is ready to start the year with rejuvenated minds.  Even though some of you have had me as a teacher last year, others are new to the way our classroom runs and I have new expectations with a new year.  

Regardless of expectation you might have of this class, make sure to be ready to read and write, because we will be delving into the subject matter quickly. You are now Eleventh Graders and are ready for new challenges. 
    
As I mentioned, we will be doing a lot of reading, writing, and discussing in this class.  Some of the subjects we will cover can be personal and sensitive.  This requires that we are respectful to others in the class as well as ourselves regarding these matters.  It takes a lot to share writing and comment during discussions, especially when the subject is close to our hearts.  It is imperative that we are considerate of other’s needs and feelings as it takes trust to share.  This is a must!

    As we read texts, it will give us ideas of style of writing, craft choices, word choice, etc.  Remember, writing happens in stages.  We will be brainstorming, drafting, drafting, and drafting some more.  I will not grade your rough drafts based on the writing, but I will give you feedback on them.  I plan to give you prompt feedback often.  As I plan to give you timely feedback, you must meet deadlines as well.  You will have the opportunity to revise even after you have turned in a final draft.  If the final draft does not display solid effort, I may not let you revise.  So, try your best the first time.  

We will have some large projects that we will work on for several weeks.  This includes a writing portfolio that I will ask you compose at the end of second semester.  It will include samples of your writing from the entire school year so please save your papers and save your feedback, even on your final drafts.

I expect you to work all class period, we have a lot to do each day, especially with a four-day school week.  In order to work productively in my class, you will need to arrive prepared as I know you do in every class.  Here is a list of materials I would like you to enter class with every day (Please have these materials as soon as possible, but no later than Thursday, August 23.):

· Your writer’s notebook (a spiral notebook is fine but it needs to be exclusively for your writing)
· An independent reading book (you can go to the school or public library for this.  No need to purchase it.)
· A three-ring binder (this can be shared with your other classes but please have separate sections for this class)
Please do not hesitate to ask for help; I am here to assist you.  Stop by my room before school, at lunch, or after school if you need anything.  Email is another great way to get a hold of me; however, I only check it between 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Thanks,

 

Miss Deb Bass

writingwithmissbass@gmail.com
missbass.yolasite.com
530-5437
