Ms. Kate Clark & Miss Deb Bass

English 11 Portfolios

Second Semester 2010-2011
Due: May 20, 2011 at the beginning of class

We won’t include every major paper in the grade, but we require that you include all of the writing that you’ve done this semester. 

For grading: clearly mark no fewer than two totally revised and polished essays/nonfiction pieces, at least one poem or piece of fiction that you have written for this course.  You MUST have all rough drafts (at least a first with notes and the final draft for the ones that you mark—a total of two to three drafts! Include the grading rubrics for all pieces that had rubrics.)  I WILL NOT ACCEPT FINAL DRAFTS WITHOUT ALL NOTES (photocopied if necessary) AND ROUGH DRAFTS.  If you lost a draft, you’ll need to focus on another essay.  Page totals for portfolios will vary.

The essays you include—in the two to three revised and polished essays—should demonstrate your best work or great progress from the rough to the final draft.  If you have an essay that started off poorly (D or lower), that would be an ideal candidate for revision if you have worked hard on it. The portfolio is about PROGRESS in your writing and thinking. Your final drafts must have NO grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors. 

You will need to write a two to three page introduction to your portfolio.   That introduction will address three issues: 1) telling your audience what you’ve included; 2) why you chose the works you did; 3) the strengths in your writing that these samples demonstrate.  Be specific in your discussion; identify and quote specific lines or sentences or sections of particular papers in the portfolio.  Show me where your best work is! It’s OK if you use colored markers/pencils to highlight your successes! Your introduction is really an argument essay in which you defend your process AND suggest the grade you think you deserve for your writing (and why you deserved it).  It’s also similar to an analysis paper, in which you present the “so what” factor (“I deserve an A!”) and defend that assertion by providing lots of proof in the form of quotations and critical discussion. You should also spend at least one paragraph discussing your classroom performance, attendance, participation in group discussion and self review of writing, writing workshop time, etc.

Work on your introduction and portfolio during class, you can make appointments with me  (during lunch, before and after school) to discuss the portfolio and the intro if there’s not time during class, but you MUST also use your classmates to help you perfect your pieces!!

FORMAT:

In some sort of binder (title of portfolio assignment with date, your name, class and period) – binder cover may be decorated.

Introduction,

table of contents

each piece (with all drafts/notes)

PIECES THAT MUST BE INCLUDED 

(but may not all be the pieces that you highlight, or revise and polish)

· “I am From” – 1st  Semester

· I am an American – Bass, 1st Semester
· Narrative Written from Ethnography – 1st Semester
· Straw to Gold Essay – 1st Semester

· Things They Carried – Clark, 2nd Semester

· This I Believe Essay – Bass, 2nd Semester
· Literary Analysis Great Gatsby – 2nd Semester
· How-to Essay – 2nd Semester
Do not consider:

· Writing that you have done in the past for another class.
REMEMBER: any piece that has been plagiarized to any extent, whether it deals with ideas or actual words, will earn the unfortunate student an F, possibly resulting in an F for the quarter or the semester.
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