[bookmark: _GoBack]English 2 Policies 
Mrs. Gamache 2014-15
Please keep this in your binder.
	If you have questions, ASK
You are responsible for letting me know if you have special circumstances, questions, or problems that will affect your performance in class.
Please visit with me before or after class/school or at lunch by appointment.
	Contact Information:
Mrs. Gamache      
Room 200
(719)530-5416             
agamache@salidaschools.org
http://missbass.yolasite.com/ (all English teachers use this site)  

	Materials
· Independent Reading Book
· 1-2 inch 3-ring binder with narrow-ruled paper
· Binder dividers
· (2) One-subject spiral/composition notebooks
· Pens or Pencil

Optional but strongly suggested:
· Flash Drive
· Laptop
· Red or pink pen
· Highlighter
· Sticky notes 
	Student Expectations and Rules

I will be respectful and responsible for myself, others, and our environment by:
1. Being ready to work when the bell rings.
2. Bringing all books and materials to class.
3. Using courteous conversation at the appropriate time.
4. Following directions the first time they are given.
5. Bringing only water with a lid to class.
6. Cleaning up after myself and others.
7. Keeping electronics in my backpack or locker unless given direction to use them.


	Absences 
Let me know in advance if you know you will be absent. You are responsible for getting your make-up work. Missed work and makeup work must be handed in on time. Any student with an excused absence, will have a day for each day of absence to make up work.  Long term projects/papers will not be accepted after due dates.
	Heading for Papers

Your Name                  Example: Sheree Cruz
Date                                              August 19, 2014
Class & Period                             English 2, Period 2					     

	Late/Make-up Work
· For every day a student is absent she/he has a day for a day to turn in make-up assignments, take quizzes or tests.
· This does not apply to work due at the close of a grading period or for long term assignments (i.e. book reports, projects, etc.).  Students are expected to keep up with the class even if absent.
· Work may not be made up for full credit if absence is unexcused.
· Check the make-up work folder or website for make-up work. 
· You must arrange to make up tests or quizzes. (Before/after school within two days.)
Students must notify teacher before an athletic or school-related absence, and she/he must be prepared to hand in work on time.
	

	Academic Integrity
According to dictionary.com, plagiarism is “taking someone’s words or ideas as if they were your own”; this includes writing, music, visual images and ideas. It is a serious, real-world issue and can lead to receiving a zero on an assignment, suspension, or expulsion from school, disqualification from National Honor Society, honor roll, or from an academic letter. See the student handbook.
	Graded Work
All teaching and learning will aim for academic mastery & grades will reflect student progress toward mastery in the stated skills or standards.

Most writing and projects will be graded according to rubrics. Students may revise some papers, or do test corrections, to improve understanding and grade.

**There are no extra credit assignments.**



Policies Continued:

Late Work

Late work may be accepted during first semester. For each day an assignment is late 10% will be subtracted from the final grade. After 5 days, work will no longer be accepted. 

During second semester late work will only be accepted in extreme cases.

Email Accounts

You have a school Gmail account.  We will be using these accounts to submit papers.  Your email messages must contain your name and the assignment name in the subject, as well as having a school/business appropriate greeting, message, and signature. Emails without messages or subjects may be discarded. Your assignment dates will be accessible through the class Google calendar. Send assignments to me at: agamache@salidaschools.org.  

Printing and Computer Use

Plan ahead to print papers. If a paper is due, have your paper printed before class begins. 	

Course Description/Overview
We will explore World and American Literature through reading a variety of essays (fiction and non-fiction), novels, poems, and drama. These will be our mentor text for exploring our own writing, helping us support our analysis, and guide our discussions.
The Guiding Questions are:
· How can I communicate effectively in a group discussion as a speaker and a listener? 
· As a speaker/writer, how do I establish credibility?
· How do I thoroughly support my ideas in writing and speech?
· What impact does culture have on writing?
· What makes the final draft of a document look professional and polished?
· What style do I find most useful to me as a writer?
Course Learning Objectives
This course is aligned with the Colorado State Standards for Reading, Writing and Communication at the 10th Grade level.
1. Students will demonstrate how content that is gathered carefully and organized well successfully influences an audience.
2. Students will demonstrate how effectively operating in small and large groups to accomplish a goal requires active listening.
3. Students will demonstrate how literary and historical influences determine the meaning of traditional and contemporary literary texts.
4. Students will understand the development of new ideas and concepts within informational and persuasive manuscripts.
5. Students will demonstrate understanding of how context, parts of speech, grammar, and word choice influence the understanding of literary, persuasive, and informational texts.
6. Students will demonstrate how literary or narrative genres feature a variety of stylistic devices to engage or entertain an audience.
7. Students will demonstrate how organizational writing patterns inform or persuade an audience.
8. Students will demonstrate how grammar, language usage, mechanics, and clarity are the basis of ongoing refinements and revisions within the writing process.
9. Students will collect, analyze, and evaluate information obtained from multiple sources to answer a question, propose solutions, or share findings and conclusions.
10. Students will understand an author’s reasoning is the essence of legitimate writing and requires evaluating text for validity and accuracy.
Course Resources
Course Website(s)
Personal Website: missbass.yolasite.com
(Miss Bass and I as well as other English teachers share this website. Please see the tab that corresponds with your class on the website. Daily agenda and all assignments will be posted on this website. Please check it regularly.)
Course Text (may include, but are not limited to:)
Independent Reading Books (These can be: purchased, borrowed from me, or checked out at the library.)
Writer’s Inc Handbook
Possible classroom texts:
· Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
· Catcher in the Rye by JD Salinger
· A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry
· Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare
· Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Seminar Novels authors and titles vary
· In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez
· Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
· A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
· Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford
· The Help by Kathryn Stockett

Please review the class policies with your (parent/student). Students please return these forms and put the policies in the very front of your English 2 binder. If you have any questions or concerns I would like to hear from you! I will be available for student meetings, parent meetings and tutoring before or after school by appointment, by phone, or by email. Please encourage your student to talk with one or both of us if she or he has a concern or problem.

SIGN BELOWAND RETURN TO MRS. GAMACHE by the end of the second week of school
***Parents or guardians, please keep the bottom section of this paper for contact information.***

My child and I have read and discussed the English 2 classroom policies, plagiarism policy, and supply list. I understand the seriousness of plagiarism and its consequences. If I have any questions or concerns, I understand that I am welcome to contact you (Mrs. Gamache), or the school.

______________________________________         ________________________          ____________
Parent/Guardian name (printed)				   daytime phone #			date

______________________________________	____________________________________________
Parent/Guardian signature					Parent email (if it’s a good way to contact you)

I have read and understand the English 2 classroom policies and plagiarism policy for Mrs. Gamache. I will take responsibility for my own effort and performance in class.

______________________________________         _______________         
Student name (printed)				        	    class period			

______________________________________	 _______________
Student signature						   date

Overview of the Year (This is subject to change on teacher’s discretion)

	1st Semester 
Unit I
Writer’s Workshop (Personal Narrative)
Mentor Text: Fish Cheeks (Amy Tan); The Chase (Annie Dillard)

Guiding Questions:
· Who are you?

Unit II
Literary Study -- Non Fiction
· How is theme used in literature?

Unit III
Rhetorical Strategy -- Media Literacy 
Guiding Questions:
· How am I persuaded?
· How do I persuade others?
· How do I establish credibility?

Unit IV
Writer’s Workshop (Persuasion) 
December 15 to December 18
Review and Final Exam

	2nd Semester
Unit V
Writers Workshop -- Research Project

Unit VI 
Literature Study - Fiction

Unit VII
Writers Workshop – Literary Analysis

Unit VIII
Literature Study - Drama
· How is the whole represented by a part?

May 26 to May 29
Review and Final Exam




