Course Syllabus

English 12 -- English through Sustainability

2012-2013
Instructor Information

Instructor:

Miss Deb Bass

Room number:
201
Telephone:

Classroom  (719) 530-5437
E-mail:

dbass@salida.k12.co.us; writingwithmissbass@gmail.com
Website:

missbass.yolasite.com
Meet with me:
before school, at lunch, or after school 
Course Description/Overview

We will explore sustainability and environmental stewardship through reading a variety of essays (fiction and non-fiction), poems, and drama. Most of our reading will be essays and legal documents as well as independent reading (books of choice) and current events. 

After reading and becoming acquainted with the topics of sustainability, stewardship, and the environment, we will assess district needs based on the district’s environmental impact and work to create solutions for these needs that can feasibly be implemented. You will research how other districts have completed similar projects. 

In addition, you will hear from a variety of guests who are experts on sustainability. You would be expected to attend a variety of meetings throughout the year, such as: board meetings, city council meetings, accountability meetings, and student council meetings, to see how your voice can be heard and learn about the variety of stakeholders in a project or on an issue in general.

The Guiding Questions are:

· What is our/my place on Earth? 

· What is our/my impact on Earth?

· What is my voice in the community, school and larger? How can I make it heard?

· How can I communicate my ideas?

Course Learning Objectives
Standards
This course is aligned with the Colorado State Standards for Reading, Writing and Communication at the 12th Grade level.

1. Students will know how to adjust presentations for different purposes and audiences. 
2. Students will become effective at collaboratively working in groups.
3. Students will be able to distinguish between historical text and determine purpose behind an author’s message.
4. Students will be able to determine an author’s purpose and the purpose of a variety of genres to get an author’s message across.  
5. Student will be able to critique their own writing and the writing of others from the perspective of the intended audience to guide revisions, improve voice and style 

6. Student will be able to develop and support a strong thesis. 
7. Students will be able to revise work to a professional, polished final draft for a public audience. 
8. Students will create visual and oral presentations. Students will identify a significant problem or issue to study 

9. Students will conduct and verify research for accuracy.
Objectives
1. Students will become familiar with and educate others about the topics of sustainability, stewardship, and the environment.
2. Students will assess district needs based on the district’s environmental impact and work to create solutions for these needs that can feasibly be implemented.

3. Students will research how other districts have completed similar projects. This will allow for students to work on required communication skills as they contact other districts. 

Course Resources

Course Website(s)

· Personal Website: missbass.yolasite.com

(Daily agenda and all assignments will be posted on my website. Please check it regularly.)
Course Text

· Independent Reading Books related to Sustainability (These can be: purchased, borrowed from me, or checked out at the library. I will be handing out a list to help guide you.) 

Course Supplies

Writer’s Notebook
Pens/Pencils

Notebook with Paper

Flash drive

Laptop (optional)

Writer’s Notebook

 This is a place to explore your thoughts, brainstorm, or just let go.  It is an empty place to fill with fascinating ideas and thoughts.   It is not a diary, a place to list your daily activities, but rather a place to write your opinions, feelings, etc.  As a writer you notice the world around you and you record it, questions it, capture it.  Your notebook is a wonderful source for writing ideas.  It will allow your writing to flow more easily as coming up with an idea is often the hardest part of writing.
Grading Scheme
Grading System and Grading Policy

Grades will be based on the following:

	Homework/Classwork
	5-10/assignment

	Independent Reading
	100/book

	AoWs
	20/week

	Papers
	100/draft

	Class attendance/participation
	20/week

	Final
	10% of Semester Grade


Late Assignments

Students will turn in work on time for full credit.

Course Policies

If Absent

Please refer to my website if you are absent.  I post our daily agenda, activities, assignments, and handouts here.  missbass.yolasite.com  

If you do not have access to the internet at home: call a friend, call me, come in before school, etc.  You are responsible for getting the work.
Let me know in advance if you know you will be absent. You are responsible for checking infinite campus for missed work.  It must be handed in on time, see Student handbook for more information. 

Long term assignments will not be accepted after due dates.  Students must notify teacher before an athletic absence, and she/he must be prepared to hand in work on time.

For every day a student is absent she/he has 2 days to turn in make-up assignments, take quizzes or tests.  This does not apply to work due at the close of a grading period or for long term assignments (i.e. weekly calendars, projects, etc.).  Students are expected to keep up with the class even if absent.

Work may not be made up for full credit if absence is unexcused.

You must make arrangements to make up tests or quizzes. (Before/after school or at lunch within two days of absence)

School Policies

According to dictionary.com, plagiarism is “taking someone’s words or ideas as if they were your own”; this includes writing, music, visual images and ideas. It is a serious, real-world issue, is illegal, and can lead to receiving a zero on an assignment, suspension, or expulsion from school, disqualification from National Honor Society, honor roll, or from an academic letter. See the student handbook.

Please turn off your cell phones and stow them away during every class.  
Overview of First Semester

Course introduction 

Guiding Questions:

· What place is important to you?

· What is the place where you live? How do you connect with it?

What is Sustainability and what are the 3 Es?

Guiding Questions:

· What is “Sustainability”? 3 Es: Environment, Economy/employment, and equity/equality 

· What are the three E’s? 

· What is impacted by it?

· What does it impact?
How is our school part of the sustainability movement?

Guiding Questions:

· How is our school and community part of the Sustainability Movement?

· What is LEED and the USGBC?

· What aspects of our school make it LEED certified?

What do you believe? – What is my place in sustainability?

Guiding Questions:

· What is your place in sustainability?

· What do you believe is important in terms of sustainability?

Environmental

Guiding Questions:
· What resources do we, as Americans, have access to?

· How do our public lands work? What can we do where?

Environmental
Guiding Questions:
· What resources do we use? 

· How can we reduce them?

Social
Guiding Questions:

· What are the priorities for environmental cleanliness?
Social

Guiding Questions:
· What variety of social injustice exist, because of environmental issues?
· How are people of lower socioeconomic status treated in terms of the environment.
Economic
Guiding Questions:

· What does the economy have to do with the environment?

· What are the environmental costs versus short term profits?
Economic

Guiding Questions:
· What green jobs exist?
· Is there a market for green jobs?
Class Project – Campus Sustainability

Guiding Questions:
· What can we improve at school? 

· What needs to get done?
Class Project – Campus Sustainability
Guiding Questions:
· How do I find credible sources for my research?

· How do I properly cite MLA?
Class Project – Campus Sustainability and Presentation
Guiding Questions:
· What are the 5 Ws and an H of newspaper writing?

· What is a professional presentation?

· How do I modify my presentation for particular audiences?
