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Revision goals: Condense unnecessary wording. Currently 616.

Perhaps add more factual information that would be helpful for someone actually purchasing a car.

Introduction


For years, I’ve dreamed of looking cool while speeding around in my own a Mini-Cooper. Not only is the Mini-Cooper incredibly cute, it has great size and speed. My boy-friend Claude and I often share vehicles, and he approves of the car since MINIs are known to be fast. Also, it’s small enough for me to manage, but with a roof rack, the car would be big enough for me to use for weekend travel and sporting adventures, like biking, kayaking, or skiing. To find the feasibility of me owning this clever little, I used articles from Consumer Reports and local dealership websites.
Explanation of Research


According to Consumer Reports, used car-buyers need to be picky and negotiate (“Used Car Buying Tips”). Many dealerships have a built-in $1,500 to $2,000 profit, making it possible for them to lower the listing price. Should you buy from a private seller, he or she might know the car’s history better, but private sellers rarely recondition their vehicle, unlike dealerships. Nevertheless, regardless of whether one buys from an owner or a dealership, the buyer should have the vehicle inspected by a third-party mechanic to really know the status of the vehicle’s “health.” 

I used the same article, “Used Car Buying Tips” to learn about which models of MINI’s to seek and which to avoid. Though it is not very clear how the reliability rates were compiled, the magazine suggested that certain makes and models from ‘03-14 had below-average reliability ratings. These included the Cooper ’04-09, ’11-12; Cooper S 05-12; and the Countryman ’11-13.


Another article suggested MINIs are not expensive to own (“Upfront”). Drivers can expect 26 MPG (miles per gallon) from a Mini Cooper Countryman S, and not an incredibly expensive maintenance and ownership fee. If one factored in maintenance, mileage, repairs, and the initial cost of the car, a new Countryman S might cost the owner $37,800 over five years, or $7,560 per year for five years.


Looking at local Salida dealerships, I found two used Mini-Coopers for sale, one of which interests me: a 2010 Cooper S for about $21,000 (SalidaAutoSales.com). The Cooper S is a silver two wheel-drive with 46,495 miles. The two-door’s silver exterior is accented by a dark leather interior and black rooftop.

Conclusion

After learning the low availability of MINI’s in Salida, it is best I expand my search to Denver or Colorado Springs. The Cooper S is probably a good buy, since it was not listed as a model and year to avoid (“Used Car Buying Tips”). However, the MPG was unavailable, and since there is only one MINI available that does not afford me the negotiating power and pickiness that Consumer Reports suggests one exercise. Also, 46,500 miles (SalidaAutoSales.com) sounds like a lot for a car that’s just four years old. My 2007 Jeep Compass has less than 70,000. Also, the black leather interior might make the car extremely hot in sunny Salida. Though the Clubman may “only” cost $7,560 a year to own for five years (“Up front”), I can’t imagine spending that much since currently I spend less than $1,000 a year on gas and car maintenance.

Nevertheless, MINI’s are a good bet because of their reputation for reliability (“Used Car Buying Tips”). Perhaps in a few years, the initial price will drop. I plan on continuing my search, but it may be three years before I actually purchase one, which is just fine since my “main car” can be slow but is really cheap to own and great on gas- that car being my bike. 

Works Cited

“Buying Used Car Tips.” Consumer Reports April 2014: 88-97. Print.

Salida Auto Sales.com. Salida Auto Sales, 2014. Web. 1 April 2014.

“Up front.” Consumer Reports April 2014: 5-11. Print.
