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Introduction


For four years, it’s been my dream to own a Mini-Cooper. I know it’s not the best reason for wanting a car, but the thing is just so dang cute! My boy-friend, Claude, approves as well, since Mini-Coopers are one of the best hatch-back racecars according to one of his favorite shows Top Gear. Thus, in an attempt to find the car of my dreams, I read some articles from Consumer Reports and then looked at local dealership websites in Salida, CO. 

Explanation of Research


According to Consumer Reports, one of the most important thing a used car-buyer can do for him or herself is to be picky and negotiate when it comes to buying a used vehicle (“Used Car Buying Tips”). Many dealerships have a built-in $1,500 to $2,000 profit, meaning that it’s usually possible to come down on the price. Buying from a private seller can also be a good option, since the seller will usually have a better idea of the car’s history. However, most private sellers don’t recondition their vehicle like dealerships. Nevertheless, regardless of whether you buy privately or from a dealership, you should have the vehicle inspected by a third-party mechanic in order to ensure that the vehicle is actually in the condition that the seller claims to be.

The article “Used Car Buying” also had some things to say about buying used Mini-Coopers. It suggested that buyers beware when buying certain models and years of Mini’s. These include the Cooper ’04-09, ’11-12; Cooper S
05-12; and the Countryman ’11-13.


Another Consumer Reports article, “Upfront”, suggested that Mini-Coopers are not too expensive to own. They are not incredibly “thirsty” cars, meaning that their gas mileage isn’t bad. One can expect 26 MPG (miles per gallon) from a Mini Cooper Countryman S. The article also suggested that if one factored in maintenance, mileage, repairs, and the initial cost of the car, a new Countryman might cost the owner $37,800 over five years. That’s $7,560 per year for five years.

Looking at local dealerships in the Salida area, I only found two available Mini-Coopers: a 2010 Cooper S for about $21,000 and a 2010 Clubman Base for $20,000 (SalidaAutoSales.com). The Cooper a S is a silver two-door with leather interior with a black rooftop while the Clubman Base is a silver four-door with a cloth interior and black rooftop. 

Conclusion

After conducting my research on buying used cars and looking into a Mini-Cooper, it is best that I expand my search to outside the Salida area. Both models of Mini’s are probably good buys, since they have decent gas mileage and were not listed as models and years to avoid (“Used Car Buying Tips”). However, since there are only two, and actually only one that interests me, the Cooper S 2010, that does not afford me the negotiating and pickiness that Consumer Reports suggests one exercise when buying a used vehicle.


Also, I might want to wait a few years until the cars are a little more affordable. Even though the Clubman “only” costs about $7,560 a year to own for five years (“Up front”), I’m not sure that I want to spend that much money on my car, since currently I probably spend less than $1,000 a year to own my Jeep Compass.


Nevertheless, I was pleased with the reviews I found from Consumer Reports and still really like the look of Mini’s. Thus I will continue to search for my dream car, but it may be a few years before I actually purchase one, which I suppose is just fine since my “main car” is cute, sometimes slow, but also on the gas, that car being my bike. 
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