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The Great Gatsby Study Guide

Chapter 1-3
1. Nick starts the novel by relaying his father's advice "Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that all the people in this world haven't had the advantages that you've had." List Nick's advantages. 
2. Describe Nick. What facts you know about Nick, and what do you infer about him? Will he be a trustworthy narrator? Explain why or why not.
3. How does the author describe Jordan Baker? What does it show about her character? 
4. How does Nick react to Jordan? 
5. What are Daisy’s plans for Nick and Jordan?

6. How does Tom act and what does this reveal about his character?
7. Describe the "Valley of Ashes." What does it look like and what does it represent? 
8. Describe Mr. Wilson and Myrtle. Explain how they seem to fit in to the Valley of Ashes?
9. What more have you learned about Nick in this chapter? How is he similar to or different from the people he spends his time with? 
10. Describe the violent act Tom committed against Myrtle. What more does this reveal about him?
11. List the judgments Nick makes. What do they reveal about his character that he does this (especially in relation to his opening comments)? 
12. Describe Gatsby the first time Nick sees him. 
13. What rumors have been told about Gatsby? Why does Fitzgerald reveal rumors rather than fact?
14. What does Nick think of Gatsby after meeting him? 
15. How is Gatsby different from his guests? 
16. Why does Nick choose to share his thoughts and feelings with Jordan? 
17. Nick thinks he's one of the few honest people he knows, why? Do you think he is honest? Explain.
Chapter 4-6
1. Who attends Gatsby’s parties and why do they attend?

2. How does Gatsby first act when he sees Daisy?  How does this change after Nick leaves them alone for awhile?

3. Why does Gatsby tell Nick about his life? Do you believe Gatsby? Why or why not? Does Nick believe him? 
4. What role does Meyer Wolfsheim play in the novel? 
5. Why did Gatsby want Daisy to see his house? 

6. Why does Gatsby get off the hook when the police pulls him over?


7. Why does Gatsby offer Nick work? How does Nick feel about this? 
8. Explain the significance of the green light that Gatsby can see at the end of his dock?

9. Why does Gatsby send someone over to Nick’s to mow the lawn?

10. What was Gatsby and Daisy’s former relationship?  How do you think it will change?
11. What business do you think Gatsby is in? Why?
12. Describe the meeting of Tom and Gatsby. What does this meeting reveal about each man? 
Chapter 7-9
1. Why does Gatsby dismiss all of his servants?

2. What do we know Tom learns about his wife and how does he react? 
3. Whom does Daisy love?  How do you know?

4. What does Tom find out about Gatsby through his investigations?  List at least two things. 
5. Describe the fight between Gatsby and Tom. What do these men think of each other? How are they similar and how are they different? 
6. Do you think that Tom knew Daisy was driving the "death car"? Why, why not? 
7. Explain this quotation.  “She never loved you, do you hear?” he cried. “She only married you because I was poor and she was tired of waiting for me. It was a terrible mistake, but in her heart she never loved anyone except me!” 
8. What was the purpose of Gatsby lying about his past and his money?

9. How does George Wilson react to his wife’s death?

10. How does Nick's statement "You're worth the whole bunch put together" show a change in Nick from the beginning of the novel? 
11. How does Gatsby die?

12. Why did Nick take care of Gatsby's funeral? 
13. Who attended Gatsby's funeral? How and why is this significant? 
14. What is the purpose of Nick's last meeting with Jordan? 
15. What do the last three paragraphs of the book mean?  How might you have written a different ending?
“And as I sat there brooding on the old, unknown world, I thought of Gatsby‟s wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy‟s dock. He had come a long way to this blue lawn, and his dream must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it. He did not know that it was already behind him, somewhere back in that vast obscurity beyond the city, where the dark fields of the republic rolled on under the night. 

Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that‟s no matter—to-morrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther. . . . And one fine morning—— 

So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.”  

