Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

Glass Castle Guiding Questions
1. Compare and contrast Jeannette’s apartment with where her mother lives.

2. Explain this quote: “You want to help me change my life?” Mom asked. “I’m fine. You’re the one who needs help. Your values are all confused.” (p. 5)
3. What is the significance of the above quotation? Is the mother correct?

4. Why does the writer open with this incident?
Pg 9-16
5. How does the incident with the fire set the tone for the book? What is the tone?

6. Compare and contrast Jeannette’s parents’ behaviors with those of other adults. Include specific examples with page numbers.

7. What emotions or feelings did you have while reading this section? Identify the sections or incidents that caused those feelings.

8. What is “checking out Rex Walls-style”? How is this similar to both parents’ decision to go on the helicopter ride?

9. How does the incident with the fire affect Jeannette? Have you had experiences that caused you to be more curious, fascinated, or experimental (with fire, or with something else “dangerous” or “mysterious”?

Pg 17-18

10. Describe the treatment of the cat:

11. How do the children react? How do you believe it makes them feel? Explain using examples from the text.

12. What are the pet’s names?

13. What do the names suggest about the Walls family? (Look up the names to figure out what their meanings and significance might be.)

14. What does the title of the book refer to? Explain. Why do you believe that Walls gave the book this name?

Pg 19-25

15. What is Jeannette’s mother’s role during this part of the book? Describe some of the things that she does. How is this behavior different from her behavior in other sections?

16. Describe Rex’s relationship with Grandma Smith (p.20). What does this reveal about both of them? What are their similarities and differences?
