	Introduction Assignment
	My Text

	Three page introduction to your portfolio.   

Introduction will address three issues:

1) Telling your audience what you’ve included,

2) Why you chose the works you did, 

3) The strengths in your writing that these samples demonstrate.  

Be specific in your discussion; 

Identify and quote specific lines or sentences or sections of particular papers in the portfolio.  

Show me where your best work is! 

Use colored markers/pencils to highlight successes!

Your introduction is really an argument essay in which you defend your process AND suggest the grade you think you deserve for your writing (and why you deserved it).  It’s also similar to an analysis paper, in which you present the “so what” factor (“I deserve an A!”) and defend that assertion by providing lots of proof in the form of quotations and critical discussion. You should also spend at least one paragraph discussing your classroom performance, attendance, participation in group discussion and peer review of writing, writing workshop time, etc.

I WOULD LIKE YOU TO INCLUDE AT LEAST TWO REVISION STRATEGIES AND LINES OR EXAMPLES (MORE THAN ONE ¶ FOR EACH PIECE YOU INCLUDE


	INTRO ¶: Explain which pieces I’ve included in my portfolio.  If any of the assignments are missing, this is where I let Ms. Clark know.

 2ND ¶:

The first piece I included in my portfolio for you to grade is the poem “I believe.”  This is modeled after a poem that I wrote a couple of years ago, but I put completely new ideas into it. I would consider it one of my best because knowing your beliefs is critical to being able to defend them – part of being an American citizen has always been the right to state your beliefs and the responsibility to defend them.  The line “I believe that bombing is definitely the quickest way… / to something;” is an example of my belief that in today’s political world, bombing accomplishes little. I believe it’s a destructive demonstration of power, akin to a bully making mean comments with the knowledge that she or he won’t be punished for it, because of his or her meanness or the potential damage she or he can do. 

3rd ¶  This piece changed a lot, because I was thinking of my audience – Salida High School students and teachers. The line that I quoted above changed from “…definitely the quickest way… to peace;” because I thought that my readers might be confused by my sarcasm, and I don’t want anyone to misunderstand, and assume that I believe that bombing might cause peace.  

  This piece is a very good example of my editing for… grade I deserve, etc.

4TH  ¶

The next piece that I included is the one I’ve been working on about my brother Benjy.  I have tried to connect two of the very different beginnings.  Instead of finishing the piece about guilt (or lack of guilt), the one that began “Somehow I’ve already let go of the guilt…” I decided to use another beginning I’d used in a previous draft: “It all started when he fell down the stairs.  I can’t remember now whether they were carpeted yet, but it doesn’t matter because he hit the tailgate of a sparkling steel-red Tonka fire truck anyway, not a stair.”  The difference is that one focuses right away on my brother, and his penchant for hitting his head (even on the first day that I met him) rather than on me and my guilt.  When I was looking for the heartbeat, I decided that my guilt wasn’t the heartbeat or central theme that I wanted to write about, my brother’s life and death is the heartbeat/theme.  I feel that I did a particularly good job of bringing the reader in with this beginning.  My writing group even made notes on my rough draft that they liked this beginning better, and when I shared the other draft with my class, they were confused about the two themes: my guilt or my brother.  More than one person asked what the real story was.


