
Last Minute Tips for the AP Exam

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE SECTION (45% of your score)
· 1 hour; usually 55 questions.
· Receive 1 point for each correct response; lose ¼ point for each wrong one.
· Expect 4 passages w/ 13-15 questions each (perhaps 5 passages with fewer questions each); adjust your time accordingly; usually allow 15 minutes per passage.
· Expect two poems, two prose passages (occasionally a piece of drama).
· Work systematically; do not skip around from passage to passage.  Answer all the questions you plan on answering for any one passage before continuing.
· Always answer the “high percentage” accessible questions.
· If you DO skip any questions, try to make sure they are the “low percentage” really hard ones.
· Read the questions CAREFULLY. 
· Eliminate answer choices intelligently; never reread a wrong answer.
· Write on the test!  Read actively!  Visualize!  PARAPHRASE as you read!


II. ESSAY SECTION (55% OF YOUR SCORE)
· 2 hours; 3 essays; allow approximately 40 minutes for each.
· Address ALL PARTS OF THE PROMPT IN EVERY PARAGRAPH.
· DO NOT wait until the last paragraph(s) to bring up your deep “universal truth” ideas.  Remember, if you only write an essay on the “obvious” idea (e.g. what the speaker’s attitude or reaction is, which character has an inner conflict, etc.), you will only score a 5.
· DO PLAN your essays: know what your thesis is (and that it answers the entire prompt), what examples you will use, and your organizational scheme.
· Save about 2-3 minutes to proofread.  Do not make major editing changes. Remember it’s just a draft.
· Use a blue or black pen…no pencil or other colors.
· For the open topic, review the plot, characters, themes, etc. of 3-5 novels (and one play, perhaps) so that you can write on one of your chosen works.  
· Finally, never forget the basics:
· ON TOPIC
· ORGANIZATION
· DEVELOPMENT
· LANGUAGE / STYLE

I know you’re well prepared and can pass this test.  Get a good night’s sleep the night before, eat something nutritional in the morning.  Know what room to report to, and be there EARLY!

How to Prepare for the Open Topic


· Make a list of the major works you studied in grades 9—12 (i.e. Great Expectations, Oedipus the King, The Grapes of Wrath, Heart of Darkness)

· Narrow the list to three titles that worked for you…novels (or full-length plays) that really meant a lot to you, “spoke” to you loudly…titles that you’ve got a lot to say about, namely good, deep universal truths.  In general, avoid titles that you read in early years, especially middle school.  You want your title to be one of “suitable literary merit” and a college-level text.  Also, in general, review books you’ve analyzed, not just read for pleasure and enjoyed. 

· Then, review your three titles.  Go to a reputable online or research source to refresh your memory.  You need to know the basics:

· Title and author (correct on both, please!)
· Main characters and their dominant traits (again, correctness is in order!  It looks bad when students get the names wrong or write “I don’t remember, so I’ll call him Joe.”)
· Major plot events (to use as your examples; remember, be concrete, specific, and use actions)
· Setting (both time and place and their appropriateness) 
· Point-of-view (perhaps might be valuable, perhaps not)
· Important symbols
· Important quotations (only about 3 really key ones, and remember to blend them into your own sentences)
· Anything else helpful…maybe a great motif, dominant style element, etc.

· Make a study sheet of the above elements, but don’t go on and on….  One page per novel is plenty.

· Remember that articulating more than one universal truth (theme) per title is important.  Great literature has many great ideas to share.  Mulling over more than one idea will give you the flexibility to write on any topic they give you.

· Look over the list of twenty past topics I’ll give you and think about how your three novel choices could be used.
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