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May 23, 2008

Wendy Bredehoft

University of Wyoming Art Museum 

Department 3807

1000 E. University Avenue 

Laramie, WY 82071
To Wendy Bredehoft:

The posting for Interim Master Teacher at the University of Wyoming Art Museum on the University website prompted me to apply for this position. I spoke briefly with you on the phone about the position earlier this week, which perked my interest even more about the opportunity to help design and establish a lasting program.  I was excited to learn about this opening at the Art Museum as I enjoyed visiting the Museum when new exhibits arrived. My family embedded an appreciation for art in my life.  Many vacations were, and still are, spent at Art Museums.  Further, the University of Wyoming Art Museum is an ideal place for me to work as it integrates my professional pursuits, my academic experiences, and my personal interests.  

Currently, I teach Eighth Grade Language Arts at Pilot Butte Middle School in Bend, Oregon. Teaching at Pilot Butte Middle School has continued my development as an educator in terms of classroom management, curriculum development, and collaboration skills as well as many other intangible facets of teaching.  I have learned a lot from this experience, which has strengthened my foundation and philosophy as an educator who has an array of teaching experiences.
Prior to living and working in Oregon, I completed my Master’s of Arts at the University of Wyoming that incorporated English, Education, and Environmental & Natural Resources.  My thesis focused on creating and facilitating a Wyoming, high school curriculum that incorporates Placed-Based Literature into the secondary classroom with Wyoming as “my place”.  I believe students learn best when they are being taught from their personal experiences about the places they are most familiar and find cultural mediums such as literature great for these educational experiences.   

While working on my thesis and taking courses, which advanced my pedagogical knowledge, I also instructed college courses that enhanced my career path.  I spent most semesters teaching English Composition as the teacher of record. In addition to Composition, I taught Intellectual Communities for the Synergy Program, which is for provisionally enrolled students to the University.  We explored critical thinking and information literacy via reading, observation, and research of a local community through investigation.  Additionally, I was a graduate teaching assistant for a course titled, “Environment and Society”.  This course focused on the student’s relationship to the environment through literature.  Besides the courses that I instructed, I also took a curriculum development course through the Education Department’s Curriculum and Instruction designation and an independent study in Course Design and Curriculum.  Both of these courses gave me the insight into how best to teach to a rapidly changing culture of students.  My graduate studies in Laramie were a very positive experience, which has pulled me back to the community.
As well as my classroom experiences, I taught at the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum where I implemented and created classroom curriculum for the labs I taught as well as the supplemental materials for teachers bringing their students to the museum.  Overall, I have a vast knowledge of Education both from the academic side in addition to the classroom perspective. 

Currently, I am certified to teach in Oregon, but I have the current credential tests to be certified in Wyoming and am extremely familiar with Wyoming academic standards.  I hope that you will consider me for the Interim Master Teacher position based on my professional, academic, and personal experience.  Please feel free to contact me via email or telephone.

Thank you for your consideration,

Deborah E. Bass

