Writers of Persuasive Essays – Guided Notes

The Beginning

1. State the position.

2. Write a strong lead that engages the writer 

* A story

* An interesting fact

* "What if" questions

3. Appeal to reader's interest

The Use of Evidence:

1. Use precise, relevant, convincing evidence.

2. Distinguish between fact and opinion.


3. Use logical order; organization to convince 

* Strongest evidence in the beginning

* Transition words

4.  Support position with examples, statistics, and evidence.

5. Consider the audience - what facts would convince them


6.  Address reader concerns. 


7.  Choose words and phrases that are convincing.



About the Conclusion:

1. Summarize the position or argument.

2.  Use convincing vocabulary to persuade the audience.

Persuasive Letter

After becoming experts in Media Awareness, you are now ready to be persuasive in your arguments about the media. Your task is to put together your knowledge into a persuasive letter…You should use your media packet notes to help formulate an argument. Use evidence such as the 4P’s and the various ways advertisers try to appeal to the population. 
1. Write a letter to the editor of a local newspaper explaining why or why not they should include advertisements in their newspaper. 

OR

2. Write a persuasive letter to a 5th grader persuading them that they are being manipulated by the media and that they should not watch television.

OR

3. Write a persuasive letter to the media bashing company “MEDIA HATERS” to try and persuade them that the media is really not that bad, and that you are NOT being manipulated by advertisements. 

You must fill out the graphic organizer before you begin writing

You will have until Wednesday to complete your paper in class. It will be due at the end of the class on Wednesday. We will be having a Media Awareness Unit Test on Thursday. 

