My American Dream Sounds Like . . .

So far, you have said that the "American Dream" brings up concepts such as money, big houses, going to college and playing sports, etc. That may not be true for everyone. What is your American Dream? Find a song that describes your dream. This assignment comes from an NPR series. 

“We’re not asking for your favorite song about the U.S.A., or the song that makes you proud to be an American. We’re looking for songs that set your version of the American Dream to music. We’re looking for songs that tell your stories, the stories of you making your way out here. Songs that sound like your hopes and fears, frustrations and triumphs.”

1. Find a song that encompasses your hopes and fears, frustrations and triumphs.
2. Print the song lyrics and annotate them.

a. Identify symbols by circling the symbols and writing what they mean in the margins

b. Identify imagery by underlining images and figurative language and explain why it is imagery in the margins.

c. Make comments in the 
3. Write a 250-300 word explanation of how your song demonstrates your hopes and fears, frustrations and triumphs.
4. Present your explanation to the class and play the song for the class. (It must a school appropriate version of your song.)
Sample:

Black Star is an eloquently moody confection more for listening than for parties. The self-titled first album by the Brooklyn hip-hop duo, formed by Mos Def and Talib Kweli in the late 1990s and named for the 1920s shipping line Marcus Garvey dedicated to the global African economy, has as its main theme black identity in a time of hip-hop's paradoxical success. It is also about the pleasures of words, friendship, creative achievement and love. Several of the songs on Black Star, which was released in 1999 in the wake of the violent deaths of Tupac Shakur and Biggie Smalls, have a cautionary tone, but there is nothing dry about the album. The production, done by various musicians but primarily by DJ Hi-Tek, manages to be both minimalist and lush, with hints of soul, funk and acid jazz.

Black Star is superb from start to finish, but "Respiration" — which features Mos Def, Talib Kweli and guest emcee Common — has been a kind of personal anthem for me for a long time now. It is the song that best encapsulates my experience of America: that of being young, black and sensitive to New York City's stories, visible and otherwise.

The voices on "Respiration" have become part of my mental weather. They have been as steady to me as the night and the air; we know a song has hit a special mark when it can bear such incessant repetition. "Respiration" is a song about New York, where I live: love for the city, wisdom about the city, an inventory of the city, a celebration of nighttime in the city. It is poetic in the best possible sense: it gives exact language to intuition.

