Outline Structure for Literary Time Period 5-Paragraph Essay
A. Introductory paragraph 
At the end of your introduction paragraph should be your thesis statement. You should answer the guiding question: How are the events and attitudes of a time period in American history reflected in the writing of that time period? with reasons, details, and facts.


B. Topic sentence I
This should support your thesis statement from your introductory paragraph. You should support your topic sentence using examples, explanations, and specifics.
C. Topic sentence II
This should support your thesis statement from your introductory paragraph with a new reason, detail, or fact. You should support this topic sentence using examples, explanations, and specifics.
D. Topic sentence III
This should support your thesis statement from your introductory paragraph with a new reason, detail, or fact. You should support this topic sentence using examples, explanations, and specifics.
E. Conclusion paragraph
This should review the main ideas by pulling everything together. This is NOT a time to introduce new ideas. 



Sample Outline for Literary Time Period 5-Paragraph Essay
A. Introductory paragraph 
The writing in Puritan America was heavily influenced by the religion of the settlers, the difficulty of their lives, and the challenges of creating a new society.

B. Topic sentence I
Religion played a pivotal role in Plaine Style writing during Puritan America. 
· Writing was about relationship with God
· Predominant writing genres were poems, hymns, and sermons (Edward Taylor, William Bradford)
· Anything that reflected too much emotion or thought of self was considered sinful
C. Topic sentence II
Colonists not only underwent a difficult journey to get to the New Word, but their lifestyle was different from Renaissance Europe.
· They had to figure out how to live off the land.
· 50% of passengers from Mayflower died in the first winter. (relationship with God)
· Wrote about relationships with land, journeys, and natives in diaries and journals
· John Smith was an example of an explorer who was a writer.
· Greatest romantic tale of the era
· Community was the key to survival
D. Topic sentence III
Even though there was freedom in the New World, a government needed to be established to keep order.
· Plymouth Colony was ruled by theocracy
· The bible was the most important book and all new laws were connected to it.
· As society became more success, the government and people’s writing shifted to become more personal and focused on the individual (Anne Bradstreet).
E. Conclusion paragraph
The Puritans escaped from religious persecution in Europe to the New World. In this world challenges like forming a new government, surviving, and maintaining a relationship with God were central to their lives and therefore influenced their writing.

