To the parents/guardians of _________________________

I am writing to you to inform you that we will be covering a unit shortly regarding adolescent issues, including: teen choice, friendship, and change. We will be reading the classic J.D. Salinger novel, Catcher in the Rye. The book deals with themes of mental instability in teens, sexuality and the quest for individual meaning. There is mature language throughout the entire novel. My goal as your child’s teacher is not to force beliefs upon your student, but rather challenge them to analyze difficult topics in a mature fashion. I also hope to expose your child to literature and themes that they can directly relate to in order to allow them to gain a greater appreciation for reading. The content of this unit will in no way exceed or degrade the standards set by the school nor the district. Whatever is presented will be done tastefully and as censored as possible, so that there is a compromise reached between our standards and your concerns for your child. With that said, if you feel the content in this unit is inappropriate for your child, or you feel that your child will not be able to handle this unit in a mature fashion, please contact me and/or indicate on the permission form below, and a new lesson plan covering similar themes in a novel with a less graphic presentation will be written up for your child (Tom Sawyer). I thank you for your time and willingness to better your child’s education. 

Sincerely, 

Miss Bass
530-5437, writingwithmissbass@gmail.com
English Teacher - Salida High School 
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