Persepolis Questions

Prophet: Speaks for God or a deity, or by divine inspiration

Saint: Person of exceptional holiness

Che Guevara: (1928-1967) An Argentine Marxist revolutionary, physician, author, guerrilla leader, diplomat, and military theorist. A major figure of the Cuban Revolution, his stylized visage has become a ubiquitous countercultural symbol of rebellion and global insignia within popular culture.

Leon Trotsky: (1879 – 1940) A Russian Marxist revolutionary and theorist, Soviet politician, and the founder and first leader of the Red Army.

Fidel Castro: (1926-) A Cuban communist revolutionary and politician who was Prime Minister of Cuba from 1959 to 1976, and President from 1976 to 2008.

Karl Marx: (1818 – 1883) A German philosopher, economist, sociologist,historian, journalist, and revolutionary socialist. Marx's work in economics laid the basis for the current understanding of labor and its relation to capital, and has influenced much of subsequent economic thought.

Rene Descartes: (1596 –1650) A French philosopher, mathematician, and writer who spent most of his adult life in the Dutch Republic. Descartes' influence in mathematics is equally apparent; the Cartesian coordinate system — allowing reference to a point in space as a set of numbers, and allowing algebraic equations to be expressed as geometric shapes in a two-dimensional coordinate system (and conversely, shapes to be described as equations) — was named after him. 
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“The Veil”
1. What was Marji’s opinion of the veil?

2. Why did Marji want to be a prophet?

“The Bicycle”

1. Who are the figures (Revolutionaries and Philosophers) Marji mentions? List them.

2. Why does Marji want to go to the demonstration? And what does this say about her character?

“The Water Cell”

1. Compare Marji’s and her father’s stories of how the empire came to power.

2. What was Marji’s grandpa’s role in Iran’s history? How does Marji react to finding this information out?

“Persepolis”

1. Why is this chapter titled “Persepolis”?

2. What is Marji’s grandma like?
“The Letter”

1. Why does Marji include the story of Mehri, her maid, in her novel?

2. Compare Marji’s thoughts on social class to her father’s.

“The Party”

1. What is the irony in what her teacher says after the school is reopened?

2. What lesson did Marji learn? And, why is it important for her to understand where her mother is coming from?

“The Heroes”

1. Is Laly’s father a hero? Why would she consider him a hero?

2. How and why does Marji’s mom’s opinion change about forgiveness?

“Moscow”

1. Summarize Anoosh’s story in 3-5 sentences.

2. Why does Marji think it is important to have heroes in her family?

“The Sheep”

1. Why were Marji’s friends leaving for the United States? How did that affect her as a child?

2. How did Marji’s relationship with God change?

“The Trip”

1. Explain why did the universities closed?
2. Why was Marji’s mom, Taji, so upset? What had happened to her?

“The F-14”
1. What was Marji’s reaction to the Iraqi’s bombing Iran? Did she get her way? Explain

2. Why didn’t the teacher seem impressed with Marji’s essay?

“The Jewels”
1. How have things changed since the war started? This includes the last few chapters.​​
2. Compare and contrast Taji’s family to Mali’s.

“The Key”

1. What does the golden key symbolize?

2. How is the government/school trying to control the young?

“The Wine”

1. What was forbidden at the time in Iran? What would be forbidden in the US now if it were compared to that time in Iran?

2. If you had all the “fun” taken away, what would you do with your free time? What was expected of the Iranians to do with theirs?
“The Cigarette”

1. What does the phrase “To die a martyr is to inject blood into the veins of society” mean?

2. Why does Marji smoke a cigarette? Why would you smoke a cigarette at that age (12 years old)?

“The Passport”

1. What ironic things happen in this chapter?

2. What does Marji’s interactions with her parents on page 119 reveal about her character?

“Kim Wilde”

1. What risks did Marji and her parents take? What could happen to them as a result? Were the risks worth taking? Why or why not?

“The Shabbat”

1. Do you think the Baba-Levy’s were targeted? Why or why not?

“The Dowry”

1. What were the reasons Marji’s parents sent her away to school in Vienna?

2. What new character traits do we see in Marji?

3. Why does her grandma give her the advice, “In life you’ll meet a lot of jerks. If they hurt you, tell yourself that it’s because they’re stupid . . .?”
