Poetry Assignment 
 Step 1: Memorization (and recitation) 
A. Choose one of the following poems to memorize. 
	· “Dream Deferred” by Langston Hughes
· “Mother to Son”  by Langston Hughes
· “Telephone Conversation” by Wole Soyinka
· “Choices” by Nikki Giovanni
· “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” Maya Angelou
	· Any poem out of the Poetry Out loud Anthology
· Choose your own poem, which must have a minimum of fourteen lines and may not be a song. 




Your choice must be approved by me by ________________________. 
 B. In class, sign up for a recitation date, the day you will recite or write your memorized poem’s author, name, and lines to me. Possible recitation dates are  ____________________________________________. Spots are limited. 
 
C. Recite your memorized poem’s author, name, and lines to me. You will be graded on the accuracy of your memorization—this means memorizing and repeating every word exactly as the original poem and your analysis.


Poetry Terms	
Step 1: Read the paragraphs on page 166 of your Writer’s Inc book. Write a summary of what you have read.





Step 2: Define the following terms. (Some definitions can be found on pages 170-71 of your Writer’s Inc books.)
Free-verse:
rhyme: 
simile:
metaphor:
personification:
imagery:
alliteration:
assonance:
onomatopoeia:
symbol:

Step 3: After you have defined the terms, 1) write out the lines to your poem on the other side of this paper and then 2) annotate your poem (a) look up words you do not understand/know, b) translate lines/stanzas, put them into your own words.)


