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Ethnography Proposal 

Group Name 

I will research the cooks at Patio. 

Purpose 

My goal is to see how the cooks at Patio are a subculture and 

how they are similar and different from Allen Barrientos. 

Assumptions 

 Cooks’ outfits match. 

 Cooks are clean. 

 They know a lot of recipes. 

 They know how to cook everything on the menu at their 

restaurant. 

 They didn’t go to college or pursue further education. 

 Cooks don’t make tips. 

 Cooks smoke. 

 Cooking is a high stress job. 

 Cooking is a hard job to get because you have to work your 

way up through the “ranks”. 



 People get jobs in restaurants because they have a degree 

or something they want to do that they can’t get a job in. 

 

Research Questions: 

 How many cooks have college or higher learning? 

 Are the cooks who have a further education looked up to 

by others?  

 How can I see when people’s external lives affect their 

work lives? 

 How do cooks relate to one another? 

 How do cooks deal with stressful times at the restaurant? 

 What do cook do on a daily basis (both as part of their job, 

and at work but not part of the job). 

 What does a first day look like at the job? Is there some 

kind of initiation or training? 

 How does it affect cooks when one doesn’t show up? 

Obstacles: 

 The restaurant hours don’t match my schedule. 

   

   
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