PRIMARY RESEARCH PLAN

	Field Research might involve:
· observations

· taking fieldnotes

· collecting artifacts

· interviews

· taking pictures or filming

· making notes about rituals

· making notes about language (jargon) that’s specific to your group


Interview Tips:

· Act professionally. You represent teenagers, Salida residents, and members of the SHS student body.
· Make an appointment to interview your subject (s)

· Get prior approval for using a person’s words (or their name) in your study
· Write interview questions prior to your interview – get questions OK’d by teacher

· questions may change during the process of your interview-that’s OK

Fieldnote Tips:

What to write in your fieldnotes:

· Date, time, place of observations (ex: “Friday, April 6, 11:45 am in the store”)

· Specific facts, numbers, details (ex: “last appointment at 7 pm. ,” “3 customers present,” “sign: ‘professional makeup artist’”)

· Sensory impressions: sights, sounds, textures, smells, tastes (ex: “caramel corn smells, footsteps on tile, children crying, pop music playing fairly loud, gray carpet with mutes pink, white walls, black modern furniture, notebook of thank-you notes”)

· Personal responses to the act of recording fieldnotes and how others watch you as you watch them (ex: “Giant pictures of Phantasy Phases. They look pretty darn good. Are these pics taken in this store?”)

· Specific words, phrases, summaries of conversations, and insider language (ex: “Girl inquires about modeling special. Asks, ‘Do you do it now?’ Response: ‘Not really, but you really have a nice forehead. You could be a runway model.’”)

· Questions about people or behaviors at the site for future investigation (“dressing rooms are small—they don’t want you there for long”)

· Continuous page numbering system for future reference (“4/4 studio visit, pg 5”)
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ETHNOGRAPHIC PRIMARY RESEARCH RECORD/PLAN
	LOCATION(S)
	

	OBSERVATIONS
	Location:                                                                                   date:                             time (from-to)

	When you make observations, write: 
date, time, place of observation; NEED  to be 30-45 minutes long; Minimum of 1/wk
	

	INTERVIEWS
	Location:                                                                                   date:                             time (from-to)

	See handout for specifics
	· 

	ARTIFACTS
	

	
	· 








