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Romeo and Juliet Plot Questions: One reading strategy is to use a study guide. Study guides often guide you through difficult reading by pointing out key-events of the play and forcing you to pause and ask yourself if you have really understood what you’ve just read. All questions are listed in the order in which they appear in the reading. Use this guide to read the play. The study guide not only points out important parts, but it also points out what’s not imperative to know. 
Prologue:

1) In what city does this play take place?











2) Why are Romeo and Juliet called “star-cross’d lovers?”


a. Their heads are “in the stars.”


b. Astrology was significant. (The stars you were “born under” affected your future.)


c. The streets between their houses formed a star when seen from a hot air balloon.

d. Their relationship was doomed by fate (or the stars).

e. both b and d 
Act I, Scene i

3) Which of the main Montagues is not at the fight during this first scene?
4) Which two characters try to break up the fighting? How do they do this?
a. Benvolio tries logic, and then a police officer successfully uses physical means.
b. Old Capulet and Montague threaten Romeo and Tybalt with punishment.
c. The Prince of Italy does, threatening Old Capulet and Montague with death.
d. The fighters are distracted by a sale at Bloomingdales: 50% off all coats and outerwear!

5) What threat does the Prince make to Capulet and Montague after the fight?






6) Why is Romeo really sad? 

a. The spring always makes him melancholy.

b. He has been spurned by the girl he loves, Rosaline

c. He’s just like any other teenager, sullen and reclusive.

d. His mother won’t let him hide out in his room, so he’s run away to the orchards.

7) Romeo’s dad doesn’t know why his son is sullen and reclusive. Using your knowledge of teenagers and parents, suggest why he hasn’t confided in his father the reason for his lugubriousness.
8) Why won’t Rosaline ever marry Romeo?











9) What’s Benvolio’s advice to Romeo?











Act I, scene ii

1) Why does Capulet think it will be easy for him and Montague to keep the peace?





2) What’s Capulet’s first answer to Paris’ request to marry Juliet? 

a. How much money can Paris offer? (His daughter must be well cared-for.)
b. Juliet is his only child, and he wants to hold onto her for a bit longer.
c. Juliet is too young for marriage.
d. If Paris can woo her and win her heart, Capulet will agree to the marriage.
e. b and c

3) What’s his second? 
a. No, Paris is too old and possesses an ill reputation in Verona.
b. Yes, but only is he is able to successfully beat Montagues’ dogs in the next dog fight.
c. If he can humiliate his rival, Montague, yes. 
d. If Paris can woo her and win her heart, Capulet will agree to the marriage

e. b and c

f. a and d

Explain: What do you think made Capulet so hastily change his mind?

4) Why is the servant struggling with his order to deliver the invitations?







5) How do Benvolio and Romeo help the servant, and how does the servant “repay” them for their assistance?


6) What does Benvolio claim he’ll do for Romeo at the party?








7) Does Romeo think Benvolio will succeed?  Why?









Act I, Scene iii

1) What’s Juliet’s EXACT age?












2) Does Juliet want to get married?











3) After Juliet states her attitudes about marriage, IMMEDIATELY AFTER what does her mom say?
a. Don’t worry if you don’t want to get married. I understand.
b. You’ll do what your father and I say.
c. Look how happy I am, and when I was as old as you, I was already married with a kid.
d. Just check this Paris guy out and see what you think; he’s rich after all.
e. Both a and c

f. None of the above

4) T or F: Though Juliet’s mom may be a little harsh with her, Juliet’s nurse seems to be on Juliet’s side.
Act I, Scene iv

1) According to Mercutio, who’s Queen Mab?  
a. a little evil fairy
b. the tooth fairy
c. the dream fairy
d. his mom

2) What does Mercutio say about dreams?  Does it appear that Romeo agrees? Why?





3) What’s bothering Romeo at the end of this scene?  What does it foreshadow?






Act I, Scene v

1) What does Romeo think of Juliet at first sight?









2) How does Tybalt recognize Romeo?











3) Tybalt wants to throw Romeo out, but Capulet lets him stay. Why?







4) What do Tybalt’s angry words, “This intrusion shall, seeming sweet, convert to bitterest gall,” foreshadow?


5) What in the heck are Romeo and Juliet trying to say with their pilgrim, praying talk?





Act II, Scene i

1) When Mercutio talks about “blind love” what does he mean when he says, “If love be blind, love cannot hit the mark?”
Act II, Scene ii

2) What does Romeo compare Juliet to?
a. Juliet is the sun rising in the East.
b. Juliet is made of stars.
c. Juliet is my lady, my love.
d. Juliet is like a singing bird.
EXPLAIN HIS COMPARISON:

3) When Juliet leans her cheek on her hand, what does Romeo want to be?







4) What does Juliet ask Romeo to do?  If he doesn’t, what will she do?







5) Juliet claims that even if we called a rose by another name, it would still be a rose. What does this mean?

a. Romeo’s name makes him her enemy, so she can’t love him.

b. She would Romeo was not call’est Romeo, so she could’est love him.

c. A name is only a word; it doesn’t make a person who he is.

d. None of the above
Give an example (your own) how this applies.










6) How did Romeo get over the high garden walls?









7) Personally, what do you think this says about his character?








8) Why is Juliet embarrassed? 
a. Having a boy tell you he loves you is embarrassing.
b. She’s not embarrassed; she’s annoyed.
c. Romeo just overheard her talking about how much she loves him.
d. Her dress is undone, and her hair’s a mess.
Give an example of how this could apply to your life.









9) What is Juliet going to send the nurse for the next day?








Act II, Scene 3
1) What has Friar Lawrence been gathering in his basket?  

a) eggs from the chicken house 

b) wildflowers for the church  

c) money that his parishioners have hidden for him 

d) herbs for homemade medicines
2) What might this foreshadow?












3) In II.iii.21 Friar Lawrence says, “Virtue itself turns vice, being misapplied,” What does this mean?

a. What we do for fun may not be what our higher power would like.
b. Good things may become bad things if they are misused.
c. Even pretty plants may be poisonous.
d. One way or another, things always work out
Give an example of Friar’s comment on virtue and vice.









4) What comment does Friar Lawrence make about seeing Romeo so early in the morning?




5) Paraphrase the Friar’s lines: “Young men’s love then lies not truly in their hearts, but in their eyes.”  How do these lines suggest that the Friar doesn’t believe Romeo is truly in love?
6) Why does the Friar agree to marry Romeo and Juliet?
a. Romeo seems so happy, and young love is always true love.
b. He’s worried that Romeo might do something stupid if he doesn’t agree.
c. Romeo has to get married anyway, why not now?

d. Maybe this marriage can stop the rancor, hatred, between the families.
Act II, Scene iv
1) Where do Romeo’s friends think he is?










2) According to Mercutio, how does Tybalt fight?
a. He fights poorly, like a big housecat, because he’s too emotional and affectionate.
b. He talks big, but hides behind his Uncle Capulet when it comes to really fighting.
c. He fights at the drop of a hat, since he’s a hot-head without a real cause for fighting.
d. With attention to precision and correctness; he’s from the finest school of fencing.
3) Paraphrase the nurse’s lines at II.iv.157-163.










Act II, Scene v

1) How long is the nurse gone?  How long is she supposed to be gone?







2) What does Juliet say about the nurse?











3) How does the nurse tease Juliet?











Act II, Scene vi

1) The Friar’s advice to Romeo and Juliet is: “Love moderately; long love doth so.” Meaning:

a. Don’t let go of the passion that you feel in your relationship, or you’ll grow old and tired of each other.
b. “These violent delights have violent ends.”
c. Love that lasts a long time is thought out and reasonable. Slow down.
How does this advice compare to their previous behavior in their relationship?






2) What characters know about Romeo and Juliet’s wedding?








Act III, Scene i 

1) Why does Benvolio think there will be a fight?
a) The Capulets are around them.

b) Tybalt’s mad that Juliet and Romeo were married.

c) It’s hot.

d) Both a and c.

2) Paraphrase Mercutio’s lines: “Why, thou wilt quarrel with a man that hath a hair more or a hair less in his beard than thou hast.  Thou wilt quarrel with a man for cracking nuts, having no other reason but because thou hast hazel eyes.”


3) What does this say about Benvolio?











4) When Tybalt and Mercutio begin arguing, what does Benvolio suggest?

a) Either make peace or go some place private.

b) Tybalt should tell someone who cares.


c) They should forget the fight and grab a latte.


d) Romeo should stand up for himself and fight like a man.

5) What does Tybalt call Romeo?












6) How does Romeo respond?

a) He fights Tybalt and kills him.

b) He says, “No I’m not. You don’t know *&%! about me!” (but not in those words…)


c) He asks Mercutio to help him fight Tybalt.


d) He runs away, fearful of what Tybalt might do next.

7) Why do you think that Romeo doesn’t tell Tybalt about Juliet?








8) What does Mercutio say when Benvolio asks if he’s hurt?








9) What does this say about Mercutio’s character?









10) Why does Mercutio exclaim, “A plague o’ both your houses?” 


a) He believes that Romeo has been a chicken, and he’s angry with him.
b) He feels sick and fears he might have the bubonic plague.
c)  Telling someone that you hope they have the plague is like telling them to “buzz” off.
d) He realizes he’s dying because of the Capulet and Montague feud.
11) Romeo claims that Juliet’s love has made him “effeminate.” What does this mean?





12) According to Romeo, where must he, Tybalt, or both of them go?







13) Who goes?














14) Summarize Benvolio’s lines at III.i.147-171.










16) Is he telling the unbiased truth, contrary to Lady Capulet’s accusations?






17) Why is Romeo banished and not executed?










Act III, Scene ii

1) Juliet claims that she is like a child who has new clothes but can’t wear them to describe how excited she is to see Romeo. What’s another analogy that would fit here?










2) Describe Juliet’s fickle feelings for Romeo in this scene.
a. She wishes that she hadn’t married him as it gets closer to her wedding night.
b. She calls him a serpent or a wolf who disguised himself to get closer to the “lambs.”

c. She is so angry with him for killing her cousin that she swears she’ll divorce him.
d. She goes from loving him, to hating him, and back to loving him in minutes.
3) What news from the nurse upsets Juliet the most?
a. That Romeo is banished for killing Tybalt.
b. That Tybalt is dead by Romeo’s hand.
c. That the nurse hasn’t had a chance to talk with Romeo.
d. That the nurse won’t tell her the truth immediately.
4) What do you think this shows about Juliet’s character? Explain why:







Act III, scene iii

1) How does Romeo react to his banishment?










2) Read Romeo’s monologue (III.iii.29-51).  What creatures are more “valuable” than him?  Why?



3) Which of the Friar’s arguments works to keep Romeo from killing himself?
a. Killing yourself is against the beliefs of Catholics.
b. Killing himself would be “womanish,” and he should be a real man.
c. At least “death” has been changed to “banishment;” Romeo should be thankful that he’s not dead.
d. His death would kill Juliet. She loves him so much she’d also commit suicide.
4) What does the nurse tell Romeo to do as he’s crying?









5) What revives all Romeo’s comfort?











6) T or F: At the end of the scene, what does the Friar promises he’ll make everything better while Romeo’s banished.
Act III, Scene iv

1) What do Capulet and Paris decide without Juliet’s consent?  








2) Is the wedding going to be ostentatious or simple?  Why?








Act III, Scene v

1) What two arguments does Juliet use to convince Romeo it’s still night?
a. The only birds singing are the nightingales (night birds), and the light in the sky is just a meteor.
b. The larks (night birds) are singing and the light is only the torches outside her window.
c. The nightingale is singing and my mother hasn’t yet come to my chamber.
d. The light outside is but the pale light of the moon goddess, Cynthia’s face.
2) Later, why does Juliet want Romeo to leave?










3) Does Romeo think they’ll ever meet again?










4) What does Romeo look like as he descends the ladder?  What does this foreshadow?





5) Why does Lady Capulet think Juliet is crying?










6) What is the significance of the word “temper” in III.v.98?
a. She’s telling her mother that she refuses to exact revenge on Romeo 
b. She’s angry and vows to kill Romeo now that her mother has reminded her of cousin Tybalt

c. Her mother thinks she’d like to poison Romeo, but she is saying that she’d weaken any poison 
d. She is angry with her mother for threatening Romeo with poison
7) What does Capulet threaten to do to Juliet if she refuses to marry Paris?







8) What is Lady Capulet’s response to Juliet’s death threats?









Act IV, Scene i

1) Why does the Friar tell Paris he is reluctant to marry Paris to Juliet?
a. He knows that Juliet doesn’t love Paris but Romeo.
b. He knows that Juliet is already married to Romeo.
c. He is concerned that she hasn’t recovered from the death of her cousin.
d. Paris doesn’t even know what Juliet thinks of him.
 2) Why are the Capulets in such a hurry to marry Juliet?









3) Why does the Friar think that Juliet will be willing to try his plan?







4) Describe in 3 sentences the Friar’s plan for Juliet:









Act IV, Scene ii

1) What does Juliet say to make her father happy?
a. “Sorry, Dad. I’ll marry Paris if that’s what you want.”
b. “Sorry, Dad. It’s just that I’m already married to Romeo.”
c. “I refuse to marry Paris. He’s ugly and smells bad.”
d. “I don’t care if you banish me; just let me do what I want.”
2) Is she being honest?





3) Paraphrase Capulet’s lines: “I will walk myself/ To County Paris, to prepare up him/ Against tomorrow.  My heart is wondrous light,/ Since this same wayward girl is so reclaimed” (IV.ii.43-46).






Act IV, Scene iii

1) What does Juliet say to get her mom and the nurse to go away?







2) What does Juliet tuck beside her in case the potion doesn’t work? Why?






3) Juliet’s first fear is that the potion won’t work. What is her second fear?






4) Why does she dismiss that fear?











5) What are three more fears she has about the potion?









6) What does she “see” right before she drinks the potion?









Act IV, Scene v

1) What does the nurse first assume when Juliet doesn’t get up?
a. Juliet has been with Romeo all night.
b. She’s killed herself out of desperation.
c. She is sleeping so that she’ll have more energy for her wedding night with Paris.
d. She’s afraid of marrying Paris, since she’s already married to Romeo.
2) List three things Capulet uses to determine that Juliet’s dead.








3) What metaphor does he use to describe her death?









4) Is Juliet an only child?




Act V, Scene i

1) Considering the ending of the play, say what’s ironic about Romeo’s dream (lines V.i.6-9)?




2) What does Balthasar (“Man”) tell Romeo about Juliet?








3) Interpret Romeo’s claim, “Well, Juliet, I will lie with thee tonight” (V.i.34).






4) Why does the apothecary deign, or lower himself, to sell Romeo the poison?






5) What does and doesn’t Romeo say he will “pay” the apothecary?







6) Translate the apothecary’s words and describe how potent the poison is.






Act V, Scene ii

1) Explain why Friar John couldn’t deliver the letter.









2) What three things does Friar Lawrence decide to do?









Act V, Scene iii

1) Why is Paris at Juliet’s tomb?












2) What does Romeo tell Balthasar to deliver to his dad?









3) Why do you think Romeo tells Balthasar he’s there to just get a ring and that he’ll kill Balthasar if he follows him?
















4) What does Paris assume Romeo’s going to do?









5) What warning does Romeo give Paris?











6) What’s Paris’ last wish?












7) What does Romeo think he remembers his dad telling him about Paris?







8) What is it about Juliet that might have clued Romeo in that she wasn’t actually dead?





9) What “stains the entrance” of the tomb?










10) Why is it probably a good idea the Friar not stay in the tomb with Juliet?







11) Why does Juliet kiss Romeo after he’s dead?










12) What does Montague announce?











13) What information does Romeo’s letter confirm?










14) Paraphrase the following lines by the Prince: “Capulet, Montague./  See what a scourge is laid upon your hate,/ that heaven finds means to kill your joys with love.  And I, for winking at your discords too,/ Have lost a brace of kinsmen.  All are punished” (V.iii.290-4).













15) According to the Prince, who’s punished?










16) What does Capulet’s wedding gift to Montague suggest?








17) List the characters who die in this play.
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