Seminar Novel Essay (due March 22)

For your seminar novel essay, you may choose one of the following essay questions to answer and one of your two novels. However, I would like to see essays on all six novels, so, within your group I need at least two people to write about each novel. 

Choice #1 (Suggested Novels include: Wuthering Heights, Brave New World)

Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that “Exile is strangely compelling to think about but terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place, between the self and its true home: its essential sadness can never be surmounted.” Yet Said has also said that exile can become “a potent, even enriching” experience.

Select a novel, play, or epic in which a character experiences such a rift and becomes cut off from home,” whether that home is the character’s birthplace, family, homeland, or other special place. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the character’s experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this experience illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. You may choose a work from the list below or one of comparable literary merit. Do not merely summarize the plot.

Choice #2

In a literary work, a minor character, often known as a foil, possesses traits that emphasize, by contrast or

comparison, the distinctive characteristics and qualities of the main character. For example, the ideas or

behavior of the minor character might be used to highlight the weaknesses or strengths of the main character. 

Choose a novel or play in which a minor character serves as a foil to a main character. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the relation between the minor character and the major character illuminates the meaning of the work.

You may choose a work from the list below or another appropriate novel or play of similar literary quality. Do not merely summarize the plot.

Choice #3

In many works of literature, a physical journey – the literal movement from one place to another – plays a central role. Choose a novel, play, or epic poem in which a physical journey is an important element and discuss how the journey adds to the meaning of the work as a whole.  Avoid mere plot summary.
