

Seminar Novel Unit


Group Packet

Group Discussion Starters
1. How does the title relate to the whole text? What does it suggest? Why might the author have chosen it over any other title?
2. Does the main character change in any way during the story? Are you left with any realization or understanding? If so, what?
3. Does the author make any general observations about human life or nature? Do the characters make any such observations?
4. Does the text contain any especially curious objects, mysterious characters, significant animals, repeated names, words or song titles? Might these things hint at a larger meaning? Such symbols may point to important ideas in the text. Pick three of these and explain their meaning.
5. How does the setting influence the events and characters? That is, to what extent are both products of specific time and place? Could an almost identical story take place in another century or on another continent and still be believable?
6. Who are the main characters? What are their relationships? Do these relationships change? If so, how? Do these characters seem like real people? Do you know them well enough to determine how they would act in certain situations other than those presented in the story?
7.  Select two character traits of the protagonist and show how they are revealed: By the author telling you? By the character’s words? His/Her thoughts? His/Her actions? Do you know how any other characters fell towards him/her? If so, why? By what means did the author help you to discover that relationship? 
8. Mention one important decision the protagonist makes: What choices and/or decision s did he/she make? Why? How did he/she feel about this decision and its consequences?
9. Who are the most important minor characters? What are their relationships to the protagonist? Select one minor character and show his/her significance in the novel.
10. What are the relationships of the women characters to the men? Do they complement each other? If so, how?
11. What is the main conflict? With which character is it most directly concerned? What other characters are involved?
12.  How does the author create suspense? How are incidents in the plot related? How is the conflict resolved? Does the resolution seem inevitable or have characters and situations been manipulated to affect a solution inconsistent with previous developments? Explain.
13.  What is the theme dramatized by the action giving it broader significance? What values, meaningful to most human beings, evolve from the conflict and its resolution?
14. From whose point of view is the story told? What influence does the point of view have on the novel? Why do you think the author chose it in preference to another point of view?
15. Examine the novel’s structure. How does the structure contribute to the novel as a whole?
16. Discuss the author’s style. Examine several passages that seem particularly effective and determine what makes them effective.
17. Has the novel helped you understand the complexities of the individual’s response to his/her involvement with life around him/her?
18. Is your understanding of the ideas more of a summary of the plot or content? Have you read between the lines?
19. Does your understanding come out of the whole text, not just part of it?


Stepping Stones for Literary Discussion

1. First round of responses
A. Immediately after finishing the book, write your reactions. Do not become muddled in the neatness or the words or whether your reader is going to understand all you are saying. Simply write.
B. Try to relate the action or outcome of the book to your own life. Did you see yourself in the book? Did you learn a lesson? Did you have an insight into why things are the way they are? Did you remember something from your past you had forgotten? Were you inspired to write a great novel or paint a picture or make a new friend? What did you learn that you didn’t know before? (This last question is the most important – the earlier ones are to help you generate ideas.)
2. Plot and other mechanics
A. Setting, time, place, situation (may be one or more; must do this for each one) actual geographic location, physical arrangement of rooms; the time period, history, or seasons in which the action takes place; general environment of characters (for example, the religious, mental, moral, social, and/or economic conditions).
B. Characters:
List major characters of book and include the following for each:
· Conflicts (internal or external) that motivate and shape the character
· 2 or 3 words (key personality traits) that characterize each person (example: ambitious, lonely, overprotected)
C. Point of view:
· which point of view is used (1st-person narrator; 3rd person limited; 3rd person omniscient)?
D. Plot:
Summarize the plot (50 words or fewer)
Do a plot line for the entire story (1 page)
Identify where the major climax is, what conflicts it solved, and the reactions of people in the book to this solution
List any parallel or recurring events you see (example: In The Catcher in the Rye, Holden Caulfield frequently asks about the ducks when he is lost himself).
See if you can make a connection between this work and another story with similar plot line or similar characters, etc.
How did the book end? Did you like the ending? Why/why not?
E. Opening chapter/first few pages:
Summarize how the book begins (beginning chapter, scene, etc.)
3. Commentary on plot, etc.
A. What is the significance of the title to the work?
B. What effect is created by the opening pages? What purpose did the author have in beginning the work this way?
C. For each character: what values did each hold, and what purpose did each character have in the book? Also, how did the society of the book influence each character?
D. About the conclusion – was it a satisfactory ending to the work? Why/why not? If not, how would you have ended the work, and why?
E. How did each of the settings make the work more interesting?
F. Describe the society of the book (the fictional one created by the author).
4. Theme and other abstract ideas
A. What are the major themes of the work? Provide a short phrase for each theme.
B. How is each theme portrayed in the book? (example: In Catcher, the theme of alienation is shown through Holden’s inability to communicate with his peers, teachers and parents.)
C. What are the moral and ethical problems explored in the story?
D. What was the author’s purpose in writing this book?
E. List 3 cause/effect relationships found in the book. (example: Because Holden could not cope with the responsibilities of becoming an adult, he often idealized childhood memories and incidents.)
F. Does the author use imagery, symbolism, allusions, etc. to develop his/her themes? How?
G. Inanimate objects?
5. Memorable lines/scenes
A. Write down any memorable lines from the book that you liked or that illustrated important ideas in the work. Write commentary on these – why is each memorable and how does it enhance the meaning of the work?
B. Find quotations that illustrate the writer’s skill in establishing mood/tone, imagery, symbolism, and characterization.
6. Style
A. Describe how the author’s overall style and pick several examples that illustrate it (and pick 2 different but complementary words to describe the style).
B. How does the author’s diction, grammar, sentence structure, organization, point of view, detail, syntax, and irony enhance the meaning of the work and show his/her attitude?
7. Interpretive Questions
A. Write 5 interpretive questions on the whole of the book to bring up during discussion.
B. Are there any questions you would like to ask the author? If so, which questions?
8. Personal relevance of the work to you
A. Write a different ending to the book. Tell why you changed it.
B. Tell 5 ways in which the main character is like you.
C. How is this work relevant to our time?
D. Did this book remind you of anything that has happened to you? Explain.
E. Did this book give you any new ideas about yourself? Explain.
F. Write a letter to a friend recommending this book.
G. Tell about a time when something similar in the story happened to you or someone you know.
H. Pretend you are one of the characters in the book. Write a diary about the happenings in your life for two consecutive days.
I. What changes would have to be made if the book occurred 200 years ago?
J. What difference did it make to you (in your life) that you read the book? What do you think you will remember about this book in the future? (Don’t say, “I liked it,” or “I didn’t like it.”)
9. Connections to other works
A. What other works of literature does this novel connect with? How?
B. What piece of music would be a good “theme song” for this work? Why?
C. What artwork (visual) suggests/evokes related moods, ideas, and emotions? Why?


Group Project Options
1.  Advertisement for a Play Version
Make a poster of an advertisement for the play-version of the novel you are reading.  What modern-day celebrities would play each character?  What creative title would you give this new version?  Use markers, magazines and other visuals to enhance the poster.  Include a letter selling your idea to the director.  An option for this assignment would be to write a playbill (program) that your audience would receive if they were to attend this play.

2.  Board Game
Create a board game that relates to the novel you are reading.  Have “The End” of your game represent what you believe the characters desire to achieve or what they strive for.
Hints and suggestions:
1. Have the squares represent different parts/events of the novel, i.e. the first squares represent the beginning of the novel, the last squares represent the end.
2. Have each player answer questions about the novel to advance on the game board.  The tougher the question, the more squares the player advances.
3. Create playing pieces that symbolize the characters.

3.  Book Jacket
Create a visual and informative book jacket for the novel.  Design a front cover that is appealing to the eye and gives pertinent information such as title, author, publisher, a thought-provoking quotation, etc.  On the back cover, write an enticing brief summary of the plot.  On one of the inside flaps, describe your favorite character (or the main character) of the novel, making him or her sound intriguing.  On the opposite flap choose from the following: (a) write appropriate information about the author, (b) make a creative and detachable book mark, or (c) write a prelude to a sequel for the novel you hope will be published.

4.  CD Project
Imagine a soundtrack for the film version of your novel and create a CD booklet that includes a cover page with a picture or image that captures an important aspect of that piece and selections of lyrics that represent different themes and ideas of the novel.  You can either select songs that relate to the themes from different artists or write your own. Explain the relationship between your chosen lyrics and the ideas in the novel on a separate piece of paper; attach it to your project.

5.  Character Trait Chart
Create a character trait chart for one of the major characters of your novel.  Select at least four different character traits and support each with at least three quotations.  Write a paragraph explaining how the quotation connects to the character trait.  Write one healthy paragraph for each character trait selected. Display your information on poster board or butcher paper in a graphically sharp and visually stimulating manner.

6.  Historical Connections
Research the historical facts surrounding the time that your novel was written.  What was occurring in the country or region of the world that the author lived?  Was there a war going on at the time or was the country at peace?  What internal or social conflicts may have occurred in the author’s nation?  What world events were happening?  Are any of these historical events included or alluded to in the novel?  In what way(s) does the novel reflect the time in which it was written?  Display this knowledge and your opinions in an appropriate manner for the subject.

7.  Interview with a Main Character
Write up an in-depth interview between yourself and a main character in your novel. Pose questions and answers that reveal the character’s personality and give that character an opportunity to explain his or her quirks, morals, motives, personality, beliefs.  Be sure to include questions and responses that refer to events in the novel.  (Minimum: 3 pages)

8.  Mandala
Draw a mandala on a piece of butcher paper.  (Remember a mandala is composed of an outer circle and an inner circle.  It is divided into four segments plus the inner circle.)  Select five symbols which are crucial to your interpretation of the novel.  Draw a representation for each symbol in the segments of the mandala, placing the most important one in the center circle and the other four symbols in the outside segments.  Write an explanation of each symbol on the mandala or on a separate piece of paper.  Your explanations should include quotations from the text as support.

9. Mapping the Novel
Make a map of the setting of the novel.  If the story is set in a town, draw a map of the locations of the stores and homes that are included in the novel.  If the story is set in a rural area, and it is difficult to draw a specific map, draw a detailed picture of a scene that has been described. Be thorough.

10. Mural
On a four foot section of butcher paper, create a mural that displays one of the scenes that your group thinks is the most important or most interesting in your novel.  Think of unique ways to represent your scene. Remember that the artist’s interpretation often times tells more than merely presenting the scene directly.  Carefully select your colors, textures, shading, and other artistic elements to represent your ideas and the novel’s themes symbolically.  On a separate piece of paper, write an explanation of your mural, stating which part of the novel it captures and why your group has selected this particular vehicle for getting your ideas across.

11.  Newspaper
Create a front page of a newspaper including headlines and graphics that would be delivered to the characters in the novel you are reading. Write three front-page news stories covering important issues and events in the novel.  Perhaps include any actual historical references to the time period if appropriate.

12. Posters/Advertising
On a large poster board, create a poster which advertises your novel. You may want to select a powerful scene, character interaction, or setting to help get your ideas across.  With your image, include the novel title and the list of “starring” actors (characters). As a group, create a quote that captures the essence of your novel and include it artistically on your poster.  Make sure you use appropriate color, contrast, and vivid word choice to really “sell” your novel.

13.  Script of Party
With your group, create a script of a party that four of the characters in the novel attend.  What do these characters say to each other?  What other characters do they gossip about?  Make sure that you consider each character’s personality in the novel and use their traits to create the script.  Be prepared to perform for the class.  (Minimum: 3 pages)

14.  Sequel
Write a sequel to the novel.  Begin by recapping the plot events at the end of the novel and then continue the story.  You can elaborate on events that have recently occurred, or you can take the story in an entirely different direction.

15.  Short Story Theme Connection
Find a short story (or two) that has the same theme as the novel that you are reading.  After reading the story, list the similar themes and literary aspects of both works.  Create a “thought collage” on a large piece of butcher paper that represents the similarities and differences.  Then write a paper comparing and contrasting the two works.  (Minimum: 2 pages)

16.  Timeline/Historical Connection
As a group, carefully follow the dates of major events and character growth throughout your novel.  Plot each date on a timeline, starting with the earliest date.  Once you have arranged a minimum of six dates from your novel, research what historical events actually occurred in roughly the same geographical location and plot them on the same chart.  Place the novel’s events on the top of the timeline; place the actual historical events on the bottom.  Feel free to illustrate as is appropriate.  You may need to broaden the scope of your historical research depending on the time and location of your novel.

17.  Trip Itinerary
Create an itinerary of a trip that one or two of the major characters from your novel might take.  Where would they go?  What activities would they do each day?  Make a detailed eight-day plan for this trip, relating your decisions to the events of the novel and the characters’ personalities.

18.  Venn Diagram
Create a Venn Diagram to identify the similarities and differences between characters in your novel.  However, you may not use circles!  Instead use different symbolic shapes that represent each character.  In the center where your shapes overlap, identify similarities between your characters; in the other parts identify qualities that are unique to each character.  Choose colors and shapes carefully, making sure they symbolically represent the nuances of each character.

Theme Connections Project

Your group must complete a project in which you connect a prevalent theme in your novel to the other pieces we have read this year.  It is due at the end of the unit.  Fair division of labor is essential to successfully completing this project; do not delay!  Start Early!

1.  Brainstorm a list of thematic ideas, universal truths about humanity that your novel portrays.  Get at least 3-7 philosophical ideas.

2.  Select roughly 3-5 ideas and explain each in relation to the novel.

3.  Think back through all the works we’ve read this year and find a common theme that runs through all the works.  Use your class notes to help you find common ideas, and remember that one word (e.g. “love”) is never a theme.  “Love” can be the subject of a work, but the theme reveals the author’s message about love.  The end result of this process must be one single theme that is common to your novel and four other pieces we’ve read this year.  State your theme in general terms that make a point about the human condition.

4.  For each work, find 2-3 quotations that support the theme you have chosen, including page numbers (and line numbers for poetry).  Make sure the thematic connection is clearly shown in the quotations you choose.

5.  Each member of the group must write one healthy paragraph for each work including the following criteria: 
	A.  A statement of your theme and its importance to the piece.
	B.  At least two quotations illustrating that theme.
C.  Analysis and explanation of how each quotation supports and relates to the theme.      Do not simply copy the quotations then discuss them; embed key phrases of the quotations effectively into your own sentences.  Use sophistication as you incorporate quotations into your own ideas.


6.  Brainstorm some possible motifs, symbols, or metaphors that can visually manifest the thematic connections.  

7.  Create a visual display synthesizing your efforts.  The visual must:
	A.  Include the philosophical theme (see # 3 above).
	B. Include the paragraph from each member (see # 5 above)
	C. Display the motif your group decided on in step 6.
	D.  Be aesthetically pleasing.



Project Scoring Rubric

	
	Score
	Comments

	[Presentation]
	
	

	Effective use of time
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Well-organized (flows smoothly, pieces fit together)/Evidence of preparation
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	All members speak/take an active role
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Appropriate/attractive use of presentation aides
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Effective use of presentation aides during presentation
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	
	
	

	[Personal--Verbal and Non-verbal]
	
	

	Posture/Stance/Gestures
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Eye contact
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Volume/Voice projection/Lively delivery
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Professional language
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Appropriate dress
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Confidence
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Minimal use of vocal non-fluencies (e.g. “like,” “um”)
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Effective use of personal note cards
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	
	
	

	[Content]
	
	

	Introduction/Beginning provides direction/sets tone for presentation
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Summary captures main plot events and the essence of the story
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Themes and deeper meanings are clearly identified, explained and analyzed
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Symbols, images and motifs are clearly identified, explained and analyzed
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Insightful, analytical discussion of characters and their development
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Thorough description of setting, including time and place
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	Description of narrator’s style/voice
	0    1    2    3    4    5
	

	
	
	



TOTAL: _________
