Seminar Novel Unit 
Purpose: You are about to embark upon a voyage through self-directed learning. Seminar sessions give you the opportunity to blaze out on your own (with some supervision, of course) and decide the pace and focus of your group’s reading and discussion. Time will be given in class to allow your group the chance to sit down and plan out not only the amount of reading per a session, but also discuss the material and ideas that stem from it. Seminar units incorporate independent work, group projects, and oral presentations, culminating in a final group presentation.

The goal is to give you an opportunity to read a book of your choice from a designated list and use the skills you’ve acquired throughout your schooling to grapple with and make meaning from the text.

Introduction: This is a 8-day unit; 7 days are allotted for you to work through the novel and 1 additional day for final presentations. It is assumed that individual, group and class activities must lead progressively through the novel. This means that homework assignments and group activities will show movement through the novel. Each assignment must incorporate a new understanding that is gained as more and more of the novel is read.

Requirements:
Choosing a Book

You will choose a book from the attached list. Read through the descriptions, look at the books, and then decide which book you want to read. Your group will be compromised of other students who have chosen to read the same novel. Group size will likely range from 3 to 4 students. Although there are group projects, each individual will be held accountable for all assignments.

Reading Schedule

The books within each seminar unit will be of varying lengths. On Day 1, your group will be expected to establish a reading schedule. At this time, your group will fill out log sheets noting the page numbers that you will read each night. You must be finished reading the novel by Day 8. When establishing your reading schedule, please keep in mind other commitments and other class assignments. (For example, you might want to move more reading to the weekends to accommodate a busy weekday schedule.) However, some amount of reading must be assigned each day so that you will have new ideas to consider and discuss at the next class meeting.

Individual Homework Assignments

You are responsible for completing 8 daily homework assignments. These assignments will help you work through the novel, give you a foundation for group discussion, and provide proof of your working through the novel. Assignments will be collected on each Monday (or Tuesday depending on the week). You must select eight different homework assignments from the Homework Options list. The top of your paper for each homework assignment should have the following information:

Your name: -_______________                                  Today’s date: _______________

Title of Novel: _______________                               Assignment Number: ___________

Name of Task: ________________                            Page Numbers Covered: _________

Daily Group Discussions

On Day 1, your group is expected to review the handout titled Guidelines for Small Group Literary Discussions. In reading this handout, members or your group should become aware of what it takes to be an effective member of a literary discussion group. You will be expected to model the elements on that handout throughout this unit.

A portion of each day will be set aside for your group to discuss the assigned reading. During this time, you should consider sharing homework assignments completed the night before, questions you have about the reading, ideas that sparked an interest, connections that you found and other pertinent topics. It is suggested that your discussions periodically cover the basic literary elements such as plot, character, tone, theme setting, etc. (For more ideas, please see the handout entitled Discussion Starters.)

 At the end of each discussion, you must complete a log sheet, covering major points and issues discussed. The purpose of the log sheets is to document daily discussions for future reference. (Many times, these log sheets will be graded.)

Class Activities/Presentations

Throughout the seminar novel unit, your group will be required to present ideas orally. These presentations may take the form of fishbowls, mini book talks, discussion circles, etc.

The presentations will not be announced ahead of time, so you need to come to class each day prepared to discuss the reading. Your group will be called upon at least once, possibly twice, to demonstrate progress in-group discussion. As other groups present, the rest of the students will be expected to fill out feedback forms as to the nature and effectiveness of the discussion.

Homework Options List

1. Character Biography

Take a character from the novel and put him/her into modern-day San Diego. Write a biography about his/her life in the city. Address such questions as: Where would this character work? Where would the character live? What would the character do for fun? (Minimum 2 pages)

2. Character Card

Using a 5X7 card, make a “character card.” On one side of the card, draw a picture or paste a magazine photograph that resembles that character you have chosen from the book. On the other side, make a list of the characteristics and traits of the character. You may want to include the following aspects as well as some of your own ideas.

A. Name and Nickname



G. Physical Characteristics

B. Occupation




   -eye color

C. Favorite saying



   -height

D. Hobbies




   -hair color

E. Favorite place




   -weight

F. Favorite song




   -unique features

3. Character Connection

In the novel you are reading, which character do you relate to the most? Why? What characteristics do you share? What differences do you share? Write a paper addressing these questions and any others that you feel are important in comparing you and your chosen character. (Minimum 2 pages)

4. Character Letter

Write a letter from one character in the novel to another. Take the perspective that five years have passed since the end of the novel. How have the lives of each character changed? In the letter, give an idea about the present lives of both characters. It may be useful to start with “Thank you for your letter!” and include what that letter said as well as new information from the character who is writing the letter. (Minimum 2 pages)

5. Character Photo

Look through magazines and find photos that represent four different characters in the novel you are reading. Paste each picture on a piece of paper and write one paragraph for each explaining why you chose that picture, how it resembles or fits the character, and what it show/tells about the character.

6. Character Resume

Create a resume for one of the characters in the novel you are reading. What positive aspects would the character include about him/herself? What previous jobs would he/she have held? Who would be his/her references and why? Relate all of the information to the novel and the character. Your final resume must be in proper resume form! 
7. Create a Quiz

Create a quiz and answer key for the chapters that you are currently reading in the novel. Think about such questions as: What events in the chapter(s) are important? What key facts would students need to know in order to understand the novel and continue reading? Which type of quiz would be best in asserting the reader’s knowledge? What mix of questions would be appropriate (multiple choice, short answer, true false, essay)? Your quiz must have a minimum of ten questions, typed and include a one-paragraph paper explaining why you chose the type of quiz you created. On a second copy of your quiz, write an answer key.

8. Current Events Article

As you read, pay attention to important issues, events and ideas that are presented. Are there any similarities between what you read and the world around you? Start to read through the newspaper to see if there are any parallels between your reading and the present day. Look for major themes, ideas, issues or events that you could tie in to your novel. Clip the articles that you found that demonstrate the connection. Glue the article onto a 9”x11” piece of paper. Include a description of how you see the article relating to your reading. What is the significance of the event that you are presenting? How might it relate to your life? Does seeing a current event that deals with the same issues help you to better understand what is going on or give you a different perspective of what you are reading? Explain.

9. Dialectical Journal

In the left column, copy a quotation that catches your attention. (Include page numbers of quotations.) In the right column, analyze, respond, and connect to the quotation. Make sure your entries go beneath the surface. Don’t just paraphrase the quote. Explain why you think it is significant. Minimum of 5 entries.

10. Diary Entry by a Character

Assume you are one of the characters from your assigned reading. Write a letter to yourself in your diary/journal noting major events that have happened to you or around you and your reactions to them. Be detailed in describing the events and your thoughts, feelings or questions. This style of writing is in 1st person.

11. Found Poem

Look back at the text you’ve read and select out eight luminous words or phrases that you feel best communicate the essence of your reading. After you’ve selected the 8 words or phrases, combine them into a poem. Edit this and write it on nice paper. Use scenery stationary or draw pictures to reflect the essence of the poem.

12. Ladder of Responsibility

Consider the conflicts or problems that are developing in your novel. Who is most responsible for these problems? Who is least responsible? Make a visual representation to rank the characters from most responsible to least responsible and include an explanation on why you ranked them where you did. 
13. New Ending

Change the ending of the novel you are reading. This is your opportunity to make the book end how you wanted it to end. As you write your ending, be sure to mimic the style of the author

14. One –Pager

On a 9”x11” white sheet of paper, capture the essence of your reading by visually representing the ideas, connections and images that the reading has inspired in your mind. Completely fill the blank sheet with these ideas, images, quotes and connections. You may want to use color to more accurately relay the information. Magazine collages can also help add to the ideas that you are trying to get across. Remember that the One-Pager is how you interacted with your reading. When looking back at your One-Pager, you should be able to remember what was going on during that portion of the reading and how you, as a reader, felt. Include the page numbers that the One-Pager covers and a brief explanation of key words, phrases and images. 
15. Open Mind

Draw a head on a piece of blank paper.  Write the name of your character at the top of the paper. Inside the outline of the character’s head, draw symbol and/or pictures, write phrases from the text, to illustrate what the character is thinking about, what his/her priorities are, or how the character perceives him/herself.

16. Post-It Note

Take notes on the section you are reading using Post-It notes. As you read, write down on a Post-It note anything that catches your attention or that you think might be important. Paste this into the book next to the passage. You might want to color-code you notes: yellow for characters, pink for plot, green for theme, etc.

17. Put Yourself in the Novel

Imagine yourself living among the characters in the novel you are reading. You are an additional character in the book. Write a paper explaining the role that you would play in the story. Who would you befriend and why? Which character would you date or marry? How would you cope with the setting of the novel? What turns and twists would your presence in the novel add to the plot? What insights would your character bring to the overall interpretation of the novel?

18. Setting Collage

Using pictures from magazines, make a collage of one of the main settings in the novel. (Travel magazines and magazines such as Better Homes and Gardens work well for this type of assignment.) Make sure the pictures resemble the descriptions of the setting in the novel. Your collage should include three to five quotes from the novel, with page numbers, describing the setting.

19. Shrink Lit

A shrink lit is a poetic version of a novel or story. It includes a thumbnail sketch of the main character, main plot details, themes, symbols and conflicts. In other words, it captures the essence of the novel in a different format. A shrink lit is composed of four or five stanzas with a highly regular rhyme scheme and rhythmic pattern. Please see the handout entitled Shrink Lit for details and examples.

20. Timeline

Choose 6-10 major events that occur in the reading you have completed. Rank these events in order of appearance in the novel or in chronological order. Plot the events on a timeline as you would for a history class, labeling axes for clarification. Draw pictures or symbols to represent these events.

