SHOWING - NOT TELLING

“Don’t say the old lady screamed. Bring her on and let her scream.” ~ Mark Twain. 

What Mark Twain is saying is that the reader wants to SEE and HEAR the old lady scream; we don’t want to read a sentence telling us it happened. That is what Show Not Tell Writing is all about. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing that “shows” not “tells” is writing that uses action verbs and sensory language. “Showing” writing avoids using the words is, am, are, was, and were. “Showing” writing uses words that appeal to the five senses (touch, feel, hearing, smell and sight). Readers should be able to picture exactly what you saw in your mind when you wrote your sentences. 

One way you’re able to show not tell is by using sensory details like we’ve discussed last week. 

Examples below by Bill Pangle:

The pizza was delicious.
Steam rising up off the melted cheese made my mouth water. The first bite, my teeth sinking into the cheese through the tomato sauce and into the moist crust, made me chew and swallow rapidly. Even the cheese and tomato sauce, sticking to my fingertips, begged to be licked.

He is angry.
Sitting at his desk, his jaw tightened. His eyes flashed heat waves at me. The words erupted from his mouth, "I want to talk to you after class." The final hiss in his voice warned me about his feelings.

The morning was beautiful.
Behind the mountains, the sun peaked brightly, ready to start a new day. The blue sky remained silent yet showed signs of sadness. The wind whispered through the trees as the cheerful sun rose. The birds sang gently by my window as if they wanted to wake me up.

The coffee was enjoyable.
She cradled the mug in both hands and leaned her head over it in the rising steam. Pursing her lips, she blew softly over the clouded surface and let her eyelids drop. Her shoulders rose slightly as she breathed in, and she hummed with her head low. I lifted the tiny porcelain pitcher and poured a brief rotating arch of white into the black depths of my own cup. She opened her eyes, and we looked at each other across the table without speaking.

Telling: It was foggy.
Showing:
The yellow fog that rubs its back upon the window-panes
The yellow smoke that rubs its muzzle on the window-panes
Licked its tongue into the corners of the evening,
Lingered upon the pools that stand in drains,
Let fall upon its back the soot that falls from chimneys,
Slipped by the terrace, made a sudden leap,
And seeing that it was a soft October night,
Curled once about the house, and fell asleep.
- excerpt from "The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" by T.S. Eliot

Telling: The woman is pregnant. |
Showing: 
I'm a riddle in nine syllables,
An elephant, a ponderous house,
A melon strolling on two tendrils.
O red fruit, ivory, fine timbers!
This loaf's big with its yeasty rising.
Money's new-minted in this fat purse.
I'm a means, a stage, a cow in calf.
I've eaten a bag of green apples,
Boarded the train there's no getting off.
- Sylvia Plath
______________________________________________________________________________
In your writer’s notebook, rewrite the following “telling” sentences and change them into exciting “showing” sentences. Use action verbs and include sensory details. Don’t just add to the sentences - change them totally and make the reader SEE what is happening. 

Example: The dog was hungry.
Wrong: The big red dog was really hungry and was barking to wake me up.
Right: The giant red Irish setter pressed his wet nose against my cheek and softly growled into my ear, as if to say, “Get up, person! Don’t you know it’s time for breakfast?”

1. The boy was playing with sticks.
2. Tonya bit into an onion.
3. The fire was warm. 
4. The beach was beautiful.
