
Teacher Resource: Sentence of the Week (SoW) #1

Week 1: “Complex Sentences” 

1. Thinking. Write three mentor sentences on the board. Ask students in groups of two-three to write down what they notice about the three sentences in terms of a rule about writing.
a. "As if a magician's wand had touched him, the garland of roses transformed him into a vision of Oriental beauty." Kate Chopin, The Awakening, p. 150
b. "If I hadn't gone outside, I don't know if I would have heard the scream." Maggie Stiefvater, Shiver, p. 38

c. “This was the kind of country in which I’d have been instantly and lost if alone hunting alone.” Jim Fergus, “Yaak Magic,” The Roadless Yaak, p.159
2. Explaining the rule. Refresh the students’ memories about subordinating conjunctions and comma rules. We might explain that when we are writing we can look for the subordinating conjunction to remember where we place our commas. 
3. Giving examples. Give 1-2 more examples

a. After a one-year break from playing basketball, I had to get off the couch and back into shape.
b. We will end up in the back of the lunch line if you stop to talk with everyone on the way. 

4. Imitating. Ask the students to write 1-2 examples of their own. They can even write one about their LAL essay. 

5. Practicing. Explain the weekly assignment. Ask students to look for in their reading or their writing, 2 examples of complex sentences (one for Tuesday and one for Wednesday). They can record them on a sticky note. On Tuesday, they will be asked to put them on the back wall for everyone to do a gallery walk to see more examples. 

6. Assessing. Tell students that there will be a short quiz on Thursday.
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Week 1: _____________________________

1. Thinking. Read the three mentor sentences on the board. In pairs write down what you notice about the three sentences. Think about it in terms of a rule for writing.

a. "As if a magician's wand had touched him, the garland of roses transformed him into a vision of Oriental beauty." Kate Chopin, The Awakening, p. 150

b. "If I hadn't gone outside, I don't know if I would have heard the scream." Maggie Stiefvater, Shiver, p. 38

c. “This was the kind of country in which I’d have been instantly and lost if alone hunting alone.” Jim Fergus, “Yaak Magic,” The Roadless Yaak, p.159.
What do you notice about the three sentences above?

2. Understanding the rule. What did others notice?  What is the rule?

3. Getting more examples. 
a. 

b.

4. Imitating. Write 2 example sentences of your own that follow the rule. 

a. 

b. 

5. Practicing. For Tuesday and Wednesday, have one example of a sentence from your reading or your writing. That is a total of two sentences one for each day. You can record it on a sticky note. 

6. Assessing. You will have a short quiz on Thursday.

