Multigenre Writing Prompts

DIRECTIONS: Choose five of the following ideas to write about. Write 300-600 words about each, either typed or hand-written (legibly). Due February 11, 2010. Each piece of writing should be on a separate page with the following heading at the top left of each page. 
Name______

Date______

Class and period ______

Essay number, Title (you must create the title), Word count
1.  What is the American Dream?  What does it take to achieve this dream?  Who determines your success in the dream – you or others?

2.  Write about dreams or wishes that you once had that you now know were unrealistic or foolish.  What have you learned since those days?

3.  Choose one of your fantasies about what your life will be like in 20 years from now and write about it using specific details.  You are around 36 or 37 – tell me all the important facts about your life.  How will your world be different?

4.  You have achieved your dream award/position.  Perhaps this is an Oscar or Grammy, a Pulitzer Prize, a political office, a multi-million dollar sports contract, etc. Write your acceptance speech for the occasion.  Be sure to thank those who helped you and to tell your audience what it means to accept the award/position.

5.  Project yourself into the spotlight of your American Dream.  Perhaps you score the winning touchdown in the Super Bowl, discover the cure for AIDS, accept your first Newberry Medal, or put the keys into the ignition of your dream car or the lock of your dream house.  Write about this moment.  How old are you?  Where do you live?  Who is with you?  How does this moment change your life?

6.  Write a recipe for your American Dream:



Example: 2 cups perseverance





  11/2 cups of courage





  Pinch of luck





Combine ingredients and wait 10 years, stirring occasionally 


and adding extra ingredients as needed.

7.  Write about a dream that you have already accomplished.  Describe the challenges you faced in realizing this dream and how you felt when you accomplished it.
8.  Write your obituary.  What details, accomplishments, family members will be emphasized?

9.  Write a newspaper article about a future accomplishment of yours related to your American Dream.
10. The Great Gatsby abounds with icons of the 1920s – Gatsby’s car, jazz, women’s dresses.  List some objects that typify the current decade, and incorporate as many of them as is reasonably possible into a few paragraphs describing a day in your life.

