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Synopsis of Nineteen Eighty-Four
Nineteen Eighty-Four, sometimes published as 1984, is a dystopian novel by George Orwell published in 1949.[1][2] The novel is set in Airstrip One(formerly known as Great Britain), a province of the superstate Oceania in a world of perpetual war, omnipresent government surveillance, and publicmanipulation, dictated by a political system euphemistically named English Socialism (or Ingsoc in the government's invented language, Newspeak) under the control of a privileged Inner Party elite that persecutes all individualism and independent thinking as "thoughtcrimes".[3] The tyranny is epitomized by Big Brother, the quasi-divine Party leader who enjoys an intense cult of personality, but who may not even exist. The Party "seeks power entirely for its own sake. We are not interested in the good of others; we are interested solely in power."[4] The protagonist of the novel, Winston Smith, is a member of the Outer Party who works for the Ministry of Truth (or Minitrue), which is responsible for propaganda and historical revisionism. His job is to rewrite past newspaper articles so that the historical record always supports the current party line.[5] Smith is a diligent and skillful worker, but he secretly hates the Party and dreams of rebellion against Big Brother. (Taken from Wikipedia)
Research Page for Nineteen Eighty-Four
Choose a topic from the list or approve another topic with Miss Bass. Create a research question based on your topic then find 2-4 credible sources answer your question. Write a 1-2 page academic paper that answers your question using your resources as evidence/support.
Topics for research:
1.  Importance of family structure to a country’s success. 
2.   Preservation of past; if we don’t know what happened, we are doomed to repeat it. 
3.   The importance of the individual in society
4.   Dependence on technology as it improves. We stop thinking for ourselves. 
5.   Understanding how/why our government works. 
6.   Absolute power corrupts
7. Unchecked government power
8. Media control 
9. No human rights protected by the government. 
10. The federal government already violates the constitution and people don't even realize it (Senate committees and agencies that have the power to make and enforce laws that do not go through the approved means, etc.) 
11. Social class differences in the US or another country of interest
12. Dystopian literature
13. Totalitarianism
14. Hitler’s Germany
15. Stalin’s Russia
16. Dreams
17. Surveillance

