Michel-Guillaume Jean De Crevecoeur / “What Is an American?”
Please answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. What is the central idea of the second paragraph? How does it relate to the first? How does it Carry Crevecoeur’s ideas beyond the first paragraph? 
2. Make a list of the contrasts Crevecouer makes or clearly implies between Europe and America. (Make two columns one with Europe as the heading and the other with America to organize your contrasts.)
3. Crevecoer may have been the first to use the word melt to describe the fusion of people of different nationalities into a new “race of men”—Americans. The term melting pot has become a cliché representing that process. What are the benefits and disadvantages of using this term?
4. Do you think Crevecoeur's portrait of American society is an accurate one? What does he have to say about Native Americans and slaves? 

5. Does the society he describes bear any resemblance to American society now? What has changed?

6. What biases does Crevecoeur bring to this piece?
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What do you want to be when you grow up?

What impact do you want to make on the world?

What major accomplishments do you want to have completed?

What do you want to be famous for?

What do you want to be remembered for?

Separate these dreams into categories that can include monetary success, family success, relationship success, national and world success, etc. (See appendix 1) Discuss how combinations of these types of success are what everyone is really striving for.

